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Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.
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TetonCanyonSurveyFilght (TetonHerd)
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Project Timeline: [04/18/2021

to |04/30/2021

$ 875.00

[7,000.00

If yes, list each grant received for five years

WY GameandFishDept
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Amount $

Amount $
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https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

GrandTargheeSki Resortwhichis locatedon Caribou-Targhe®lationalForesteastof Alta, Wyomingin the Teton
MountainRangejs proposinga significantexpansiorof their ski area. Approximately600acresof the proposedxpansiof
(calledthe SouthBowl) would occurin bighornsheepwinter rangein TetonCanyon which provideshabitatfor the Teton
BighornSheeHerd (seeattachednaps).The ForestServiceis currentlyundergoinganalysegor an Environmentalmpact
Statemen(EIS) for the project. The Wyoming GameandFish DepartmentWY-WSF, Wild Sheeg~oundation;Teton
RangeBighorn SheepWNorking Group,andGrandTetonNationalParksubmittedcommentettersduringthe scoping
periodin 2020thatemphasizetheimportanceof this areafor bighornsheepThis areais partof aformerdomesticsheep
allotmentthatWY-WSF washeavilyengagedn buying-out.

Much of the bighornsheephabitatin TetonCanyonis overgrownwith shrubsandtreesdueto lack of fire, howeverafter
overtwo decade®f work with the ForestService we now havea prescribedurnprojectreadyto beimplementedvithin
thenext5 years(NEPA s signed).This projectwill providesignificantbenefitto the TetonHerdby restoringoneof the
only historicallow elevationwinter rangedeft for the herd.Unfortunately the proposedski resortexpansiordirectly
overlapspartof theareathathasbeenapprovedor habitattreatmentAlthoughwe havea fair amountof bighornsheep
observationsaindhabitatdatafor TetonCanyonwe feelthata datagapexistsfor winter bighornsheepobservationswhich
presents potentialweaknessn our demonstratiorf this area'dmportantfor sheepThis fundingrequestvould helpfill
thatdatagap.

ProjectProblem:

We haveexcellentsummetbighornsheefdocationdatain TetonCanyonfrom GPS-collarecdewesfrom 2008-201Qfunded
by WY-WSF). We alsohaveobservation®f rams,ewes,andlambson remotecamerast a naturalminerallick in lower
TetonCanyonin spring,summerandfall. However,we lack datashowingbighornsheepwinter useof TetonCanyon,
especiallyin the proposedsouthBowl ExpansiorArea. Habitatmappingthatwasfundedby WY -WSF showsthe South
Bowl assuitablebighornsheepwinter range but we lack winter observation®f sheegdn thearea We believethatthis
canyon similarto Darby Creek,Fox Creek,andMooseCreek,provideslate winter habitat(late March- April) whichis
critical for this sheepherd.Sheembservationgredifficult to obtainduringthis time of yearbecauseaerialsurveysare
typically conductedn Februaryandtheareais extremelydifficult to accesgrom thegrounddueto closedroadsandpoor
snowconditionsthis time of year.Additional datashowingbighornsheepccupancyvould aid in demonstratinghatthis
areaprovidesimportanthabitatfor the TetonHerdandshouldbe conserved.

ProblemSolution:

We havea uniqueopportunityduringtheweekof April 19-23,2021to conducta latewinter helicoptersurveyof Teton
Canyon.The Wyoming GameandFish Departmentill havea helicopterin Jacksorconductingsage-groussurveysthat
week,which doesnot usuallyhappenThe WGFD will be payingfor the helicopterferry time from Montana pilot per
diem, hotelroom,andfuel truck ($7,000).We areaskingWY-WSFto fund 1 hourof flight time to thoroughlysurvey
TetonCanyonfor sheep$875).We areaimingfor thisflight to provideadditionalwinter observation®f sheepo bolster
our dataset.We will usethesedatain futurecommentingonthe GrandTargheeResortExpansiorElS andprovideany
sheembservationso Caribou-Targhe&lationalForestandWY-WSF. Thankyou for your consideratiorof this funding
request.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable): @ Miles OAcres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Currentlyconductwinter surveysof bighornsheegn Februaryandwill continueto do so.Additionally, the proposed
habitattreatmentwill includepre-andpost-treatmentonitoring.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

Projectcompletionreport,RamPagarticle,informationto the JacksorHole NewsandGuide

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

The Wyoming GameandFish Departmentvill havea helicopterin Jacksorconductingsage-groussurveysthatweek,
which doesnotusuallyhappenThe WGFD will bepayingfor the helicopterferry time from Montana pilot perdiem,hote
room,andfuel truck ($7,000) We areaskingWY-WSF to fund 1 hourof flight time to thoroughlysurveyTetonCanyon

for sheep($875).

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Narrative: Grand Targhee Ski Resort, which is located on Caribou-Targhee National Forest east of Alta, Wyoming in the Teton Mountain Range, is proposing a significant expansion of their ski area. Approximately 600 acres of the proposed expansion (called the South Bowl) would occur in bighorn sheep winter range in Teton Canyon, which provides habitat for the Teton Bighorn Sheep Herd (see attached maps). The Forest Service is currently undergoing analyses for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department, WY-WSF, Wild Sheep Foundation, Teton Range Bighorn Sheep Working Group, and Grand Teton National Park submitted comment letters during the scoping period in 2020 that emphasized the importance of this area for bighorn sheep. This area is part of a former domestic sheep allotment that WY-WSF was heavily engaged in buying-out. 

Much of the bighorn sheep habitat in Teton Canyon is overgrown with shrubs and trees due to lack of fire, however after over two decades of work with the Forest Service, we now have a prescribed burn project ready to be implemented within the next 5 years (NEPA is signed). This project will provide significant benefit to the Teton Herd by restoring one of the only historical low elevation winter ranges left for the herd. Unfortunately, the proposed ski resort expansion directly overlaps part of the area that has been approved for habitat treatment. Although we have a fair amount of bighorn sheep observations and habitat data for Teton Canyon, we feel that a data gap exists for winter bighorn sheep observations, which presents a potential weakness in our demonstration of this area's important for sheep. This funding request would help fill that data gap. 

Project Problem:
We have excellent summer bighorn sheep location data in Teton Canyon from GPS-collared ewes from 2008-2010 (funded by WY-WSF). We also have observations of rams, ewes, and lambs on remote cameras at a natural mineral lick in lower Teton Canyon in spring, summer, and fall. However, we lack data showing bighorn sheep winter use of Teton Canyon, especially in the proposed South Bowl Expansion Area. Habitat mapping that was funded by WY-WSF shows the South Bowl as suitable bighorn sheep winter range, but we lack winter observations of sheep in the area. We believe that this canyon, similar to Darby Creek, Fox Creek, and Moose Creek, provides late winter habitat (late March - April) which is critical for this sheep herd. Sheep observations are difficult to obtain during this time of year because aerial surveys are typically conducted in February and the area is extremely difficult to access from the ground due to closed roads and poor snow conditions this time of year. Additional data showing bighorn sheep occupancy would aid in demonstrating that this area provides important habitat for the Teton Herd and should be conserved. 

Problem Solution: 
We have a unique opportunity during the week of April 19-23, 2021 to conduct a late winter helicopter survey of Teton Canyon. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will have a helicopter in Jackson conducting sage-grouse surveys that week, which does not usually happen. The WGFD will be paying for the helicopter ferry time from Montana, pilot per diem, hotel room, and fuel truck ($7,000). We are asking WY-WSF to fund 1 hour of flight time to thoroughly survey Teton Canyon for sheep ($875). We are aiming for this flight to provide additional winter observations of sheep to bolster our data set. We will use these data in future commenting on the Grand Targhee Resort Expansion EIS and provide any sheep observations to Caribou-Targhee National Forest and WY-WSF. Thank you for your consideration of this funding request. 

	Name: Aly Courtemanch
	City: Jackson
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Yes
	Source5: 
	Source6: 
	Source1$: 7000
	Source2$: 
	Source3$: 
	Source4$: 
	Source5$: 
	Source6$: 
	Dropdown8: [ ]
	Title: Teton Canyon Survey Filght (Teton Herd)
	Total Project: 7000
	County: [Teton]
	Nearest Town: Jackson
	Miles/Acres: 
	Monitoring: Currently conduct winter surveys of bighorn sheep in February and will continue to do so. Additionally, the proposed habitat treatment will include pre- and post-treatment monitoring.
	Text14: The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will have a helicopter in Jackson conducting sage-grouse surveys that week, which does not usually happen. The WGFD will be paying for the helicopter ferry time from Montana, pilot per diem, hotel room, and fuel truck ($7,000). We are asking WY-WSF to fund 1 hour of flight time to thoroughly survey Teton Canyon for sheep ($875). 
	Text15: Project completion report, RamPage article, information to the Jackson Hole News and Guide
	Check Box17: Yes
	Text18: 
	SAVE: 
	PRINT: 
	Check Box19: Off
	Check Box20: Off
	Check Box22: Off
	Check Box21: Off
	Check Box18: Off
	Org Name: Wyoming Game and Fish Department
	source1check: Yes
	sourcecheck2: Off
	sourcecheck3: Off
	sourcecheck4: Off
	sourcecheck5: Off
	sourcecheck1b: Off
	sourcecheck2b: Off
	sourcecheck3b: Off
	sourcecheck4b: Off
	sourcecheck5b: Off
	sourcecheck6b: Off
	sourcecheck6: Off
	Miles: Choice1
	Button1: 
	Phase: [ ]
	Phase2: [ ]
	Date19_af_date: 04/18/2021
	Date20_af_date: 04/30/2021
	Source1: WY Game and Fish Dept
	Source2: 
	Source3: 
	Source4: 
	Funding Priorities Link: 
	previousfunding: 
	Total Request: 875


