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	City2: 
	State2: 
	Zip2: 
	Other Description: Data collection to inform proposed ski area expansion and bolster proposed habitat treatment
	Narrative: Grand Targhee Ski Resort, which is located on Caribou-Targhee National Forest east of Alta, Wyoming in the Teton Mountain Range, is proposing a significant expansion of their ski area. Approximately 600 acres of the proposed expansion (called the South Bowl) would occur in bighorn sheep winter range in Teton Canyon, which provides habitat for the Teton Bighorn Sheep Herd (see attached maps). The Forest Service is currently undergoing analyses for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department, WY-WSF, Wild Sheep Foundation, Teton Range Bighorn Sheep Working Group, and Grand Teton National Park submitted comment letters during the scoping period in 2020 that emphasized the importance of this area for bighorn sheep. This area is part of a former domestic sheep allotment that WY-WSF was heavily engaged in buying-out. 

Much of the bighorn sheep habitat in Teton Canyon is overgrown with shrubs and trees due to lack of fire, however after over two decades of work with the Forest Service, we now have a prescribed burn project ready to be implemented within the next 5 years (NEPA is signed). This project will provide significant benefit to the Teton Herd by restoring one of the only historical low elevation winter ranges left for the herd. Unfortunately, the proposed ski resort expansion directly overlaps part of the area that has been approved for habitat treatment. Although we have a fair amount of bighorn sheep observations and habitat data for Teton Canyon, we feel that a data gap exists for winter bighorn sheep observations, which presents a potential weakness in our demonstration of this area's important for sheep. This funding request would help fill that data gap. 

Project Problem:
We have excellent summer bighorn sheep location data in Teton Canyon from GPS-collared ewes from 2008-2010 (funded by WY-WSF). We also have observations of rams, ewes, and lambs on remote cameras at a natural mineral lick in lower Teton Canyon in spring, summer, and fall. However, we lack data showing bighorn sheep winter use of Teton Canyon, especially in the proposed South Bowl Expansion Area. Habitat mapping that was funded by WY-WSF shows the South Bowl as suitable bighorn sheep winter range, but we lack winter observations of sheep in the area. We believe that this canyon, similar to Darby Creek, Fox Creek, and Moose Creek, provides late winter habitat (late March - April) which is critical for this sheep herd. Sheep observations are difficult to obtain during this time of year because aerial surveys are typically conducted in February and the area is extremely difficult to access from the ground due to closed roads and poor snow conditions this time of year. Additional data showing bighorn sheep occupancy would aid in demonstrating that this area provides important habitat for the Teton Herd and should be conserved. 

Problem Solution: 
We have a unique opportunity during the week of April 19-23, 2021 to conduct a late winter helicopter survey of Teton Canyon. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will have a helicopter in Jackson conducting sage-grouse surveys that week, which does not usually happen. The WGFD will be paying for the helicopter ferry time from Montana, pilot per diem, hotel room, and fuel truck ($7,000). We are asking WY-WSF to fund 1 hour of flight time to thoroughly survey Teton Canyon for sheep ($875). We are aiming for this flight to provide additional winter observations of sheep to bolster our data set. We will use these data in future commenting on the Grand Targhee Resort Expansion EIS and provide any sheep observations to Caribou-Targhee National Forest and WY-WSF. Thank you for your consideration of this funding request. 
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	Monitoring: Currently conduct winter surveys of bighorn sheep in February and will continue to do so. Additionally, the proposed habitat treatment will include pre- and post-treatment monitoring.
	Text14: The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will have a helicopter in Jackson conducting sage-grouse surveys that week, which does not usually happen. The WGFD will be paying for the helicopter ferry time from Montana, pilot per diem, hotel room, and fuel truck ($7,000). We are asking WY-WSF to fund 1 hour of flight time to thoroughly survey Teton Canyon for sheep ($875). 
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