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Wild Sheep Foundation
Project Title: Hoback Cheatgrass

Project Type: Habitat

Waterhole/Transplant/Habitat/Research/Education/Other (Explain)
Affiliate: Teton County Weed and Pest with Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Outfitter Organization/BLM/Game & Fish/Forest Service/Other (Explain)

Location of Project: throughout Teton County, Wyoming
State/Territory/Area

Description Of Project:

The non-native invasive annual grass, cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), continues to spread throughout many areas of Teton
County. This grass has considerable impact on native communities through altering fire regimes (frequency and intensity) and
increasing competition with native forage plants. Cheatgrass currently is abundant on many south-facing slopes above the
lower stretch of the Hoback River, throughout many buttes north and south of the Town of Jackson and is spreading to areas
in the Gros Ventre drainage where isolated patches above Slide Lake have been identified for Early Detection Rapid
Response treatments. These treatments overlap with crucial winter and spring-summer-fall seasonal ranges for Big Horn
Sheep in the Jackson Herd. We are fortunate in this area that cool season perennial grasses are still abundant in the
ecosystem and cheatgrass has not yet become a monoculture. To date, Jackson Hole Weed Management Association
partners have treated 675 acres of infested lands. The 125 acres treated in 2017 have shown excellent results based on
monitoring, with a reduction of cheatgrass by 80 percent. We have also been working with BTNF on the preparation of an EIS
that will allow for aerial application of herbicide for invasive annual grasses. We are anticipating being able to treat BTNF
administered lands aerially in 2020 which will complement and further provide value to the lands we are currently allowed to
treat with a helicopter. This project proposes to treat over 8,000 acres of cheatgrass in 2020-21 with reapplication necessary
two to three years after first application. Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) is a collaborating partner on this
project. Teton County Weed and Pest (TCWP) will be directing and contracting implementation of this project.

Problem to be Solved:

Intact native ecosystems are the goal, which requires management of cheatgrass. Teton County is relatively clean when it
comes to cheatgrass infestations. This is due to high elevation and relatively short growing season. For many years, it was
believed that this area was too high in elevation to have a problem with cheatgrass. This is no longer the understanding.
Natural resource agency professionals and private landowners are committed to working toward control of this species. In
the recent publication on resistance and resilience, our area has value and is worth the effort of treatment. Big Horn Sheep
foraging habitat will be improved by reduction of cheatrass competition as well as decreasing the fuel source that can
contribute to wildfires.

Describe How You Propose Solving theProblem:

This project is part of the long-term management of cheatgrass in Teton County designed to 1) identify the extent of invasive
plant occurrence across large portions of big game winter range; 2) educate and incorporate stakeholder and partner input; 3)
treat cheatgrass infested areas identified during surveys; and 4) initiate treatment efficacy monitoring on treated areas.
Previous monitoring results indicate excellent control of cheatgrass with herbicide application. Furthermore, the previous
aerial herbicide application operations were a resounding success in terms of undetectable damage to native species, and
wide approval from county residents. This current proposal is utilizing what we learned from previous efforts and expanding
application to extremely important wildlife ranges throughout Teton County. Imazapic at 8 oz per acre and indaziflam at 5 oz
per acre, applied in the fall via helicopter, are the main tools we anticipate using in this project. Funds will be spent on a
combination of chemical and application costs.

BIOGRAPHY OF APPLICANT
Name: Mark Daluge, Assistant Supervisor Teton County Weed and Pest

Address: 7575 S. Hwy 89
Jackson, WY 83001

Daytime Phone Number: 307-733-8419 Fax:

E-mail:

mdaluge @tcweed.org

Are you a current member of WY-WSF? Yes X No
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Wild Sheep Foundation

Cost to be funded Cost to be funded

by WY-WSF Grant by other cooperators
Equipment.................... $ $
Services.....ccoceueuenn... $ 20,000 $380,000

Permanent, full time salaries will not be considered

Publishing................... $ $

Monitoring.................. $ $

Supplies......cccccevveneen.. $ $

Other (Specify)............ $ $
Totals $ 20,000 $ 380,000

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING FINANCIAL AID OR SUPPORT OF THE
PROJECT (Include any pending amounts applied for.):

Please see supplemental budget detail. $55,000 secured; $345,000 pending or will apply.
Partners include: TCWP, WGFD, Nat. Fish and Wildlife Fed., WWNRT, WY Gov. Big Game License Co., RMEF, USFS
(BTNF), USFWS (Nat. Elk Refuge), Teton Co. Cons. District and JH Land-Frust:

ENDORSEMENT: I hereby agree to abide by the stated requirements of a WY-WSF grant. | also
understand all WY-WSF funding stipulations and will provide all necessary reports if | receive a
grant from WY-WSF.

Signature of Applicant

Title Assistant Supervisor Date

MEDIA CONTACTS: Please list one or more media sources in your area that we may contact

with details of your project:
1) Jackson Hole News and Guide

2)

3)

4)

Print Clear Form Save



Hoback Cheatgrass
Budget Detail
Costs:
8,000 acres

e 2019 Chemical Cost: S11/acre for Plateau or $47/acre for Esplanade
e 2019 Application Cost: $20/acre

TOTAL NEED: $248,000-$536,000 Range reflects difference between the two chemicals; actual cost will
be somewhere in between so we can use some of each chemical to compare treatment effects

Reapplication will be necessary for a significant portion of this area after 2-3 years. These costs are not
included in the budget for this application.

Partners Secured (555,000):

TCWP: $20,000 cash committed *

Teton County Conservation District: $20,000 Committed *
UFFWS (National Elk Refuge): $10,000 committed *

BTNF: $5,000 committed *

* These funds are available to contribute towards additional relative cost of the herbicide Esplanade

Pending Applications (5345,000):

WyWSF: $20,000 this application

WGFD Mule Deer Initiative: $75,000 requested, will hear status November 2019
NFWF-Migration: $150,000 will request December 2019

WY Governor's Big Game License Coalition: $30,000 (BH Sheep--$10,000; Moose--$10,000; Elk--$10,000)
will request February 2020

WWNRT: $50,000 will request March 2020

RMEF: $20,000 will request January 2020

Additional In Kind Contributions Secured (512,750):
TCWP and Jackson Hole Land Trust: $10,230

WGFD: 7 days @ $360/day = $2520
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