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Project Title: The Construction of a Bighorn Sheep Enclosure at the Thorne/Williams Wildlife Research Center

Project Type: Construction Project for Animals in Captive Research Center

Waterhole/Transplant/Habitat/Research/Education/Other (Explain)
Affiliate: Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Outfitter Organization/BLM/Game & Fish/Forest Service/Other (Explain)

Location of Project: Thorne/Williams Wildlife Research Center, Wheatland, WY
State/Territory/Area

Description Of Project:

The Thorne/Williams Wildlife Research Center is home to captive wildlife native to Wyoming, including pronghorn, bison, elk,
and bighorn sheep. To date, the Research Center has twenty-one (21) bighorn sheep in multiple enclosures, separated by
age, sex, disease status, and/or herd unit origin. Historically, bighorn sheep in this facility have been used to study respiratory
pathogens, disease transmission, lamb recruitment, etc., and it is our desire to continue the ongoing work surrounding these
issues and others. In order to be able to do so, the Research Center is in need of additional space for longterm housing of
bighorn sheep in captivity.

The objectives of this project are as follows: (1) to design and construct an enclosed pasture on the east side of the facility and
(2) to relocate an existing herd of ten hand-reared sheep from one enclosure on the facility to the new enclosure upon
completion.

With the completion of this project, the Research Center would gain a pasture capable of securely housing multiple bighorn
sheep for an extended period of time. Though this enclosure would initially be occupied by a herd of hand-reared sheep, the
enclosure will be suitable for housing wild-caught sheep, if warranted.

Problem to be Solved:

One of the limiting factors of working with bighorn sheep in captivity is the challenge of appropriate longterm housing. Bighorn
sheep are exceptional climbers and jumpers, and therefore, require specific considerations with regard to fencing.
Additionally, as previously mentioned, sheep at the Research Center are often used to study respiratory pathogens and
disease transmission; since there are wild populations of bighorn sheep around the property, avoiding nose-to-nose contact
between captive sheep and wild sheep is a top priority. Currently, the Research Center has three pastures occupied by
bighorn sheep, and an additional herd of ten hand-raised sheep that are quickly outgrowing their feedlot-style enclosure. As
more animals continue to be admitted to the Research Center, it is crucial that our facility is equipped with appropriate
housing options.

Describe How You Propose Solving theProblem:

In order to solve the problem of lacking adequate longterm housing for bighorn sheep, we propose the construction of a new
pasture that meets the requirements as mentioned above. On the east side of the property near the new sheep-handling
building, there is adequate space for the construction of an enclosure for bighorn sheep. The potential pasture site already
has part of an existing fence that was built in 2019 and would easily be able to be enclosed and incorporated in the chute
system of the sheep-handling building. Additionally, the potential pasture site is in proximity to an existing water well and
electrical outlets. For this project, we plan to create an enclosure by extending the existing fence, adding appropriate fencing
overhangs and electrical wires, incorporating gates for animal movement and accessibility into enclosure with heavy
equipment, and adding a heated water trough. See attached document for enclosure schematic.

BIOGRAPHY OF APPLICANT
Name: Peach Van Wick, DVM MS

Address: 2362 Highway 34
Wheatland, WY 82201

Daytime Phone Number: 307-322-2571 Fax: 307-322-9248
E-mail:
peach.vanwick@wyo.gov

Are you a current member of WY-WSF? Yes X No
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Cost to be funded Cost to be funded

by WY-WSF Grant by other cooperators
Equipment.................... $ $
SErviCes......ccoevvvvennnnnn. $ 300.00 $

Permanent, full time salaries will not be considered

Publishing................... $ $
Monitoring................. $ $
Supplies.....cccovevevennenn $ 5700.00 $
Other (Specify)............ $ $

Totals $ 6000.00 $

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING FINANCIAL AID OR SUPPORT OF THE
PROJECT (Include any pending amounts applied for.):
N/A

ENDORSEMENT: I hereby agree to abide by the stated requirements of a WY-WSF grant. | also
understand all WY-WSF funding stipulations and will provide all necessary reports if | receive a
grant from WY-WSF.

Signature of Applicant Prcck Van Wi

Title WGFD Asst. Wildlife Veterinarian/ Manager at TWRC Date 10/21/2020

MEDIA CONTACTS: Please list one or more media sources in your area that we may contact
with details of your project:
1)

2)

3)

4)

Print Clear Form Save
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