WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Wj mgﬁmg[ng Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.
Project Title: |Laramie Peak Bighorn Sheep Herd Disease Surveillance 2022-23 Capture
80 character limit

Organization Name: |Wyoming Game and Fish Department

Project Lead: Additional Point of Contact (i different from Project Lead):
Name [Keaton Weber Name [Martin Hicks
Email |Keaton.weber@wyo.gov Email [martin.hicks.@wyo.gov
Phone | 397) 399-2507 Phone [ 397) 331-0660
Mailing Address |1608 13th St Mailing Address|1212 South Adams St
City, State, Zip |wheatland WY City, State, Zip |Laramie WY |[82070

Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .
@ Research @ Education and Outreach @ Captures & Transplants
[O] Habitat [ ] Conservation Easement [O] Population Monitoring

[ ] Other:

Project Location(s) Information:

County: [Albany v | Nearest Town; Wheatland, WY
Project Phase (if applicable): of Project Timeline: |07/01/2022 | to [03/01/2025
Budget Information: Total WY-WSF Request $ |[$ 8,000.00
Total Project Cost: $ [22,250.00 |
If yes, list each grant received for five years

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously? n 2019, 2021, 2022
Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested

Source WGBGLC Amount $ [12,000.00 []

Source [WGFD Amount §$ [3,000.00 H

Source Amount $

Source Amount $

Source Amount $

Source Amount $



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

During the winter of 2019/20 a mortality signal was received from a ewe that was captured in January of 2019 wif
Sybille Canyon. There were no apparent signs of predation and tissue samples were sent to the WY State Veteri
for analysis. Tissue samples came back positive for Mannheimia haemolytica, a well known bacteria pathogen rg
for pneumonia die-offs. Baseline pathogens identified through cultures included Mannheimia haemolytica as well
Pasteurella multocida, Bibersteina trehalosi and Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae in four out of the 16 sheep sampled
Subsequent carcass searches were conducted throughout March of 2020 and an additional 8 carcasses (2 rams
lamb) were found throughout Sybille Canyon of which four were testable and all four were positive for Mannheim
haemolytica. An intensive search was conducted on March 31, 2020 and no fresh carcasses were located. In e
February of 2021, 7 additional GPS collars were deployed on ewe Bighorn Sheep to collect habitat and survival g
of December 2021, there have been zero mortalities from these 7 colars. In January of 2021, a ram was euthani
being called in for signs of severe sickness. This euthanized ram was taken to the WY State Veterinary Lab for 4
and the lab results came back positive for Mannheimia haemolytica. In September of 2021, a collared ewe went
mortality signal and department personnel were able to retrieve samples and submit the head to the WY State V4
Lab for analysis. Test results came back negative for bluetongue, EHD, and adenovirus, but it did come back po|
Mannheimia haemolytica. In November of 2021, a very recently diseased ram was discovered by a landowner a
department personnel were able submit the full carcass to the WY State Veterinary Lab for analysis. The lab rest
this ram also came back positive for Mannheimia haemolytica. In January of 2022, another 10 GPS collars were
in efforts to better monitor disease outbreaks and collect more biological samples. As of April 2022, 9 of those 1
are still online. There was one mortatility that was caused by osteomyelitis (bone cancer) in the jaw. This high m
rate, specifically due to pneumonia is very concerning to managers and by collecting samples from an additional
bighorn sheep as well deploying GPS collars to accurately follow the sheep throughout the year will provide man
with the tools needed to ensure all steps are taken to the highest degree possible to manage this herd unit for thq
the public.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable): @ Miles OAcres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Currently, we are still monitoring GPS collars for mortalities that have been already deployed in 2019, 2021 and }
the forseeable future, we plan to keep a very close eye on the Laramie Peak Bighorn Sheep herd by monitoring

and conducting carcass searches.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

\Wyoming Game and Fish Department will update WY-WSF with updated disease surveillance at the end of ever

year.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) requirea |:| Letter(s) of Support
|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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