WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Wj mgﬁmg[ng Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.
Project Title: |Little RedCreekBridge VegetationClearing
80 character limit

Organization Name: |Wyoming GameandFish Department

Project Lead: Additional Point of Contact (i different from Project Lead):
Name [Amy Anderson Name
Email [amy.anderson@wyo.gov Email
Phone (307)335-2604 Phone
Mailing Address |260BuenaVista Mailing Address
City, State, Zip || ander wY |[82520/ City, State, Zip

Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .
|:| Research |:| Education and Outreach |:| Captures & Transplants
[O] Habitat [ ] Conservation Easement [ ] Population Monitoring

[ ] Other:

Project Location(s) Information:

County: [Fremont Nearest Town: [Dubois
Project Phase (i applicable): |One(1) of [One(1) Project Timeline:|07/01/2022 | to |06/30/2024
Budget Information: Total WY-WSF Request $ |$ 12,000.00

Total Project Cost: $ | |

If yes, list each grant received for five years

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously?  [No |

Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested
Source |[NFWF Amount $ |12,000.00 []
Source |WYDOT- In-kind laborandtransportation Amount $ [500.00 []
Source |WGFD In-kind labor Amount $ (500.00 L]
Source Amount §
Source Amount $
Source Amount $



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

Little RedCreekis atributaryto the Wind Riverlocatedat the areaknownasRedRocks,wherea sub-herdf the Whiskey
BighornSheepherdcanbethroughoutheyear. Dueto thelevel of incisionin the creek thedensewillow, cottonwood,
andothershrubcover,andlow waterlevels,bighornsheepavoid usingthe creekasa watersource. In additionthe Red
CreekBridgeon U.S.Highway 26 at milepost69.94is sometimesisedasanunderpas$or bighornsheepputthedense
vegetatiorunderthe bridgeprecludesnoreuse. So,theytypically crossLittle RedCreekon top of the bridgeor the
roadwayto getto theredcliffs, or to find a moreopenpathwayto reachthe Wind River for water. This putsthematavery
highrisk for collision with vehicleswhich occuratthislocationoccasionally.

TheWhiskeyMountainBighorn SheeprlechnicalCommitteehasconductedield toursmultiple timesat the bridgeto
brainstormwaysto makeLittle RedCreekmoreavailablefor useby bighornsheep.The subjectthatinevitablycomesup
is removalof shrubandtreecover,which oftenseemsounter-intuitivein aripariansystem. However thedensecover,
complicatedby the deepincisionof the creekcreatesinusabléhabitatfor bighornsheep.

The Technicalcommitteedecided alongwith WYDOT personnelto useherbicideto kill thewillows directly adjacento
andunderthe bridge,andthencutthemdown,leavingroot wadsin placeto help preventinevitableerosionassociatedvith
bridges. Upstreanof the bridge,a high producingspringcreatesa wet meadowthat providesopenwater,evenin the
winter. We would like to removesomeof the surroundingwillow, cottonwoodandotherhigh staturevegetation
surroundinghis springto providebighornsheepa sourceof wateradjacento the RedRocks. This maydecreaséheir
needto crossU.S. highway26 to getwaterfrom the Wind River.

ThelLittle RedCreek/Redrocksareawasidentifiedin the WhiskeyMountainBighorn SheePlan:

Strategy:Assesghevalueof providingwatersourcego allow bighornsheepuseof unusedr underusedhabitats.
Actions:

« I[dentify potentialwaterdevelopmensites(e.g.,RedRocks)to increasebighornsheepuseof availablehabitats.
* Evaluatevegetatiormanagemen(iconiferremoval)to restoreor increasevateravailability at springsandseeps.

It is alsoa priority identifiedin theU.S. Highway 26 Mitigation Strategy:

MilepostLocationDescriptionMitigation RecommendatioRriority
MP69.94-Little RedCreekBridge - Createpathwaydor wildlife throughthethick vegetatioron eithersideof thebridge.
Mediumpriority.

The TechnicalCommitteewill work with the WRIR throughouthe procesdo ensureall partiesarein agreementvith the
selectedreatmenbptions. Thefundingwill beutilized to conducta herbicidetreatmento kill selectwillow plants,and
thento hire a contractorto cutandremovewillow, cottonwood andotherhigh statureshrubcoverunderandadjaceneind
underto the bridge,andin theareasurroundinghe spring. Thecontractomwill cutandpile thecuttreesandshrubsfrom
bridgeandWYDOT will removethe cut materialfrom thetreatmentreas. Total treatmentreais approximatelyt acres.
Theattachednapoutlinesthe generalprojectarea.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (ifapplicable): |5.00 OMiles @Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

WYDOT andWGFD will monitorthe vegetatiorregrowthannuallyto makesuresheepandmule deerareableto cross
underthe bridgeuninhibitedby vegetation

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

A final reportwill besubmittedonceall projectactivitiesareconcluded.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required @ Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Narrative: Little Red Creek is a tributary to the Wind River located at the area known as Red Rocks, where a sub-herd of the Whiskey Bighorn Sheep herd can be throughout the year.    Due to the level of incision in the creek, the dense willow, cottonwood, and other shrub cover, and low water levels, bighorn sheep avoid using the creek as a water source.  In addition the Red Creek Bridge on U.S. Highway 26 at milepost 69.94 is sometimes used as an underpass for bighorn sheep, but the dense vegetation under the bridge precludes more use.  So, they typically cross Little Red Creek on top of the bridge or the roadway to get to the red cliffs, or to find a more open pathway to reach the Wind River for water.  This puts them at a very high risk for collision with vehicles which occur at this location occasionally.  
The Whiskey Mountain Bighorn Sheep Technical Committee has conducted field tours multiple times at the bridge to brainstorm ways to make Little Red Creek more available for use by bighorn sheep.  The subject that inevitably comes up is removal of shrub and tree cover, which often seems counter-intuitive in a riparian system.  However, the dense cover, complicated by the deep incision of the creek creates unusable habitat for bighorn sheep.  
The Technical committee decided, along with WYDOT personnel, to use herbicide to kill the willows directly adjacent to and under the bridge, and then cut them down, leaving root wads in place to help prevent inevitable erosion associated with bridges.  Upstream of the bridge, a high producing spring creates a wet meadow that provides open water, even in the winter.  We would like to remove some of the surrounding willow, cottonwood and other high stature vegetation surrounding this spring to provide bighorn sheep a source of water adjacent to the Red Rocks.  This may decrease their need to cross U.S. highway 26 to get water from the Wind River.  
The Little Red Creek/Red Rocks area was identified in the Whiskey Mountain Bighorn Sheep Plan:

Strategy: Assess the value of providing water sources to allow bighorn sheep use of unused or underused habitats. 
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• Identify potential water development sites (e.g., Red Rocks) to increase bighorn sheep use of available habitats. 
• Evaluate vegetation management (conifer removal) to restore or increase water availability at springs and seeps. 

It is also a priority identified in the U.S. Highway 26 Mitigation Strategy :

Milepost Location Description Mitigation Recommendation Priority
MP69.94 -Little Red Creek Bridge - Create pathways for wildlife through the thick vegetation on either side of the bridge. Medium priority.

The Technical Committee will work with the WRIR throughout the process to ensure all parties are in agreement with the selected treatment options.  The funding will be utilized to conduct a herbicide treatment to kill select willow plants, and then to hire a contractor to cut and remove willow, cottonwood, and other high stature shrub cover under and adjacent and under to the bridge, and in the area surrounding the spring.  The contractor will cut and pile the cut trees and shrubs from bridge and WYDOT will remove the cut material from the treatment areas.  Total treatment area is approximately 4 acres.  The attached map outlines the general project area.
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