Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation & WGFD 16th Annual BHS Summit  

Burgess Junction/Elk View Inn 

August 10, 2018
Thursday (August 9)

Anytime in the afternoon - assemble at Cole Benton’s cabin (1.55 miles S of Burgess Jct) for snacks and drinks (BYOB)

7:00 - Steak Dinner (provided by WY-WSF) – Elk View Inn/Burgess Jct.  
After Dinner - back to Cole’s cabin for social, camp fire, drinks
Friday (August 10)

7:00 AM
Breakfast @ Elk View Inn (breakfast on your own $) 

8:00 AM   
Elk View Inn -Welcome, Kurt Eisenach (WY-WSF President)


Introductions (Board/Personnel Changes for WY-WSF, WGFC/WGFD)



2017 Minutes/Action Items
· Brief Herd by Herd Updates – McWhirter, all
· Watching hunt area 3, some concern with lamb ratios upper 20’s

·   1-5 lamb ratios ok, with exception of 3

·  Aly – Tetons – counts are down 50-60 vs 90 – counted 76 this last winter, maybe under a 100 sheep, one license this year – habitat projects planned  in Teton Canyon m- px burns. 

· 7 – doing well, 400 winter survey count, 12 tags 

· Whiskey Mtn – struggling, graver concerns, low lamb survival, single digits, 7-800 pop., diseases, nutrition, wolves and distribution changes, 
· Temple Pk. – collaring project, clean first year, now infected, supper snotters, 100 sheep on the res, loss of 20% because of disease

· Devils Canyon   - 6 licenses, 35/100 ram ratio, counted 144 sheep, at objective, 37 lambs/100, 

· Ferris Semino – obj of 300 and at it, objective evaluation this winter, hopes of raising that objective. 4 tags this year, was 2, Rawlins BLM – extraordinary to work with, looking at forage production, 

· Laramie Region, 18-21 – open this year, 30-40 in Encampment and 70 in Douglas Cr.  19- good lamb recruitment

· 20- Elk Mtn – increase in tags – 3 tags, objective needs to be established, IR survey did not work, 150 sheep, 

· 22 – Badlands – no concerns or changes

· Darby – no change, 

· Wind River Canyon – 10 or fewer 
· Northern Wild Sheep & Goat Council/WAFWA Wild Sheep Working Group Updates – McWhirter, all
· Biologists meeting every 2 years. 

· Focusing on disease and genetics

· Mixing of sheep – disease issues

· Use sheep from same herd in same mtn range

Whiskey Collaborative – summary by Lutz, 
· Commission approved lamb survival study 350K
· Summary of Monteith proposal - 

· Transplant Update – Devils Canyon to Ferris (or Montana?) – McWhirter, Lutz

· Transplanted 120 sheep out as  source
· Ferris at objective – where should we go – Montana Tendois area, Devils canyon – 144 sheep counted, currently at objective, maybe transplant next year, want to sample some sheep to see fi there was a disease event. Ask Montana Chapter for funding

· Teton Sheep – was stable now declining counts

· 76 last count

· 2 small groups of sheep

· Growing goat herd, and expanding, 

· Ferris Mtn. habitat update – Mike Murry, BLM Rawlins. 

· Targhee/Teton Bighorn Sheep – Sarah Dewey, Aly Courtemanch, Steve K
· Population Status

· GTNP Mountain Goat Management Plan

· Geographic Origin of Teton Goats WGBGLC Project

· Teton Sheep Working Group Efforts

· Domestic Sheep/Goat-Bighorn Sheep Issues 
· Congressional Legislation – Steve K, all
· N.A. Pack Goat Association/Objections -  Kerry Murphy, all
· BTNF Data Collection Jackson, Temple Peak, Darby Mountain – McWhirter, all Darby rams 3 – locations shown, camped on Darby and Fish Cr Mtn., using cottonwood creek fire, 5 ewes have not venture far, Ramshorn, 2 ewes and one ram, ram south to cliff cr.  Temple pk -m going to Circ of towers and Lizard head 
· BTNF Domestic Sheep Allotment Updates – Randy Griebel, all
· Forage Reserve Monitoring – Jill Randall, McWhirter, all
· Newcastle Domestic Goat Mitigation – McWhirter, Joe S 
· Project Discussions – 2018 & Ongoing Projects

· Statewide Disease Surveillance – McWhirter, all
· 2018-2019 Plans

· Final Report
· Lamb Survival Study (Whiskey/Jackson-Monteith) – Lutz, Monteith, all
· Whiskey Mountain Public Involvement Effort - Lutz 
· Ferris-Seminoe Habitat Model-Based Population Objective – Lutz, all
· Dr. Kerry Sondergroth (UW) Projects – Kerry, S, McWhirter, all 

· Drone Impact Project – McWhirter, Lutz
· Dynamic Messaging Signs (Dubois, Lander, Thermopolis, Meeteetse) - Lutz
· Population Genetics (Sierra/Holly) – Sierra S, Holly 
· WGBGLC & WY-WSF GIA Projects 
· Project Status/Close-Out Reports Due (WGBGLC) - Joni
· 2017 Funded Projects/Updates (as needed) - all
· Past Project Unused Funds – Joni – have transplant $ and new disease testing instead, WGLBG proposal – 2016 high elevation dollars left over, turned back in Dec. 12,325 K, 8,692 K in statewide Wy range disease surveillance expires in Dec.
· 2019 Project Development Discussion – McWhirter, Lutz, Kilpatrick, all
· Other projects – cheatgrass issue, Monteith, strain typing, disease sampling Devils Canyon, Teton habitat, Shell Canyon and small sheep herd, support Park and Goat removal,  
Upcoming Meetings 
· WY-WSF winter meeting, Lander, Dec. 1, 2018 - Kilpatrick
· 2019 WSF Convention in Reno (Reno-Sparks Convention Center & Peppermill Resort & Casino, Feb 5-10, 2019) 

· 2019 WY-WSF Convention in Casper (??/??/2019) May 31- June 1
· Date for 2019 WGFD/WY-WSF BHS Summit at Burgess Junction
~12:00  Break for lunch buffet @ Elk View Inn  (compliments of WY-WSF)
2018 WGBGLC & WY-WSF GIA Funded Projects 
	All WY Wild Sheep Funding Proposals  2018

	Funding Source
	 
	WGBGLC - BHS
	WY-WSF GIA

	Project Name
	Total Cost
	$ Req
	$ App
	$ Req
	$ App

	May/June Funding - 2018
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2019 Devil's Canyon to Ferris Transplant
	$67,000
	$52,000
	$54,000
	$15,000
	$13,000

	Brucella ovis in Wyoming Bighorn sheep
	$43,195
	$18,500
	$0
	
	

	Characterization of respiratory pathogens in BHS
	$70,495
	$29,800
	$29,800
	
	

	Devil's Canyon Guzzlers
	$28,000
	$10,000
	$0
	WForW$
	

	Drone Impacts on Wildlife
	$5,000
	$5,000
	$2,000
	
	

	Elk Mountain BHS FLIR Survey
	$14,000
	$3,500
	$7,000
	$3,500
	$0

	Fire outcomes for bighorn sheep habitat
	
	$7,558
	$0
	
	

	Forage Reserve Vegetation Monitoring
	$16,000
	$8,000
	$8,000
	
	

	Lamb survival, disease, and summer nutrition
	$287,723
	$55,000
	$0
	$30,000
	$0

	Seminoe Ferris Habitat Analysis
	$28,000
	$7,000
	$10,000
	$3,000
	$0

	Statewide Disease Surveillance Final Report
	$25,000
	$15,000
	$25,000
	$10,000
	$0

	Temple Peak Bighorn Sheep Herd Research
	$25,060
	$20,060
	$0
	
	

	Wildlife/Vehicle Collisions - VMS Signs
	$115,000
	$14,000
	$28,000
	$14,000
	$0

	Wyoming bighorn sheep genetics: wrap-up
	$36,467
	$26,467
	$26,467
	
	

	NBSIA Education Outreach, Statewide 2018
	$78,197
	
	
	$20,000
	$20,000

	Bighorn Classroom Expansion at National Bighorn Sheep Center (quiet phase fundraising goal)
	
	
	
	$25,000
	$0

	Whiskey Mountain Bighorn Sheep - Solutions through Collaboration
	$33,245
	
	
	$23,245
	$15,000

	Determining research and conservation priorities for bighorn sheep in the Teton Range
	$40,845
	
	$4,450
	$4,450
	$0

	Dubois Wildlife Habitat Management Area Cheatgrass Treatment 
	$36,000
	
	
	$5,000
	$5,000

	Newcastle Domestic Goat Mitigation
	
	
	
	$6,000
	$6,000

	Advancing Student Education, Public Outreach and Bighorn Sheep Science through Partnerships and Innovative Undergraduate Investigations
	$24,000
	
	
	$15,000
	$0

	Water development -Hay Creek Land and Cattle 
	$26,950
	
	
	$21,950
	$0

	Geographic origin and colonization of nonnative mountain goats in Grand Teton National Park
	$98,760
	
	
	$2,000
	$2,000

	TOTALS 
	$1,098,937
	$271,885
	$194,717
	$198,145
	$61,000


