Wyloming

WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.

Project Title:

Owl CreekBighorn SheepDiseaseMonitoring andGPSCollaring Project

80 character limit

Organization Name: |Wyoming GameandFish

Project Lead:

Additional Point of Contact (if different from Project Lead):

Name [CoreyClass

Name

Email corey.class@wyo.gov

Email

Phone [(307)527.7125

Phone

Mailing Address |2820StateHighway 120

City, State,

Zip |Cody WY ||82414

Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .

@ Research
|:| Habitat

|:| Education and Outreach
|:| Conservation Easement

BartKroger

bart.kroger@wyo.gov

(307)899-1264

Mailing Address
City, State, Zip

2820StateHighway 120

Cody

WY ((82414

|:| Captures & Transplants
|:| Population Monitoring

@ Other:|piseasavionitoring/Management

Project Locati

on(s) Information:

County: |H

ot Springs Nearest Town: |Thermopolis

Project Phase

Budget Information:

(if applicable): of

Total Project Cost: $

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously?

Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds:

Source
Source
Source
Source
Source

Source

Total WY-WSF Request $

Project Timeline: [08/01/2022

to 103/01/2026

$ 12,000.00

[32,000.00

If yes, list each grant received for five years

[No

WY GovernorsBig GameLicenseCoalition

Amount $
Amount $
Amount $
Amount $
Amount $

Amount $

In Hand Requested

20,000.00

[]



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

The Owl Creek/RoclCreekprojectarealies within the bighornsheepHunt Area5, which is partof the Absarokabighorn
sheepherd.The Absarokabighornsheepherdis oneof thelargestmetapopulationf bighornsheepgn North America.
The Owl Creek/RoclCreekareadoeshavedomesticsheepgrazingin the summemonthsandby extensiorhasthe
potentialfor domesticsheepandbighornsheepo interact.This possibilityof wild anddomestidnteractiononthe
southerrendof the Absarokasheepherdposesa diseaseisk to thewild bighornsheepwithin this projectareaandthe
entireAbsarokabighornsheepherd.In Septembeof 2019WGFD biologistsin the Codyregionconducteda sheepsurvey
of this projectareato determinenow manywild bighornsheepverepresentandcounteda total of 64 bighornsheep(30
rams,23 ewes,and11lambs).This surveywasthorough butlikely missedsomebighornsheepsotherearelikely more
than64 sheepwithin thearea.The Departmentvould like to capturel5total sheep(10 ewesand5 rams)andcollect
diseassamplesandplaceGPScollarson theseanimals. Additionally, a geofencewill beappliedto thesecollarsthatwill
enablewild sheepmanagerso benotified whenwild sheepcrossinto domesticsheepgrazingallotmentsThis information
will helpmanagersletermingherisk of diseasd¢ransmissiorirom domesticdo wild sheepanddevelopappropriate
managemergtrategieso mitigatethis risk. The Departmenhascommunicatedvith the Wind River IndianReservatioron
this projectandthey supportthe projectandarewilling to assiswith captureaccessf necessary.

The estimatedtostof the projectis itemizedbelow:

10ewecollars@ $1,280/collarincludesdrop off mechanisnanddataandactivationfees)=$12,800

5 ramcollars@ $1,440/collarincludesdrop off mechanisnanddataandactivationfees,plusreinforcedcasingfor rams)
=$7,200

Capturefeesfor 15 animals@ $550/animak $8,250

Capturehelicopterferry time = $2500

Capturecrewperdiem= $750

FuelTruck = $500

Total Cost= $32,000



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable): @ Miles OAcres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Currentmanagemenrgncouragesam harvestwithin the projectareato decreas@otentialwild anddomesticsheep
interaction.The Departmentlsoconductsvild sheepcountsin conjunctionwith annualelk monitoringin the projectarea.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Other Description: Disease Monitoring/Management
	Narrative: The Owl Creek/Rock Creek project area lies within the bighorn sheep Hunt Area 5, which is part of the Absaroka bighorn sheep herd. The Absaroka bighorn sheep herd is one of the largest meta populations of bighorn sheep in North America. The Owl Creek/Rock Creek area does have domestic sheep grazing in the summer months and by extension has the potential for domestic sheep and bighorn sheep to interact. This possibility of  wild and domestic interaction on the southern end of the Absaroka sheep herd poses a disease risk to the wild bighorn sheep within this project area, and the entire Absaroka bighorn sheep herd. In September of 2019 WGFD biologists in the Cody region conducted a sheep survey of this project area to determine how many wild bighorn sheep were present and counted a total of 64 bighorn sheep (30 rams, 23 ewes, and 11 lambs). This survey was thorough, but likely missed some bighorn sheep, so there are likely more than 64 sheep within the area. The Department would like to capture 15 total sheep (10 ewes and 5 rams) and collect disease samples and place GPS collars on these animals. Additionally, a geofence will be applied to these collars that will enable wild sheep managers to be notified when wild sheep cross into domestic sheep grazing allotments. This information will help managers determine the risk of disease transmission from domestic to wild sheep, and develop appropriate management strategies to mitigate this risk. The Department has communicated with the Wind River Indian Reservation on this project and they support the project and are willing to assist with capture access if necessary. 

The estimated cost of the project is itemized below:
10 ewe collars @ $1,280/collar (includes drop off mechanism and data and activation fees)= $12,800
5 ram collars @ $1,440/collar (includes drop off mechanism and data and activation fees, plus reinforced casing for rams) = $7,200
Capture fees for 15 animals @ $550/animal = $8,250
Capture helicopter ferry time = $2500
Capture crew per diem = $750
Fuel Truck = $500
Total Cost = $32,000
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