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	Other Description: 
	Narrative: Wyoming contains some of the largest and most robust bighorn sheep herds throughout their broad distribution in western North America. In an effort to further bolster bighorn sheep across the state, the WGFD and partners have conducted numerous large-scale research and survey projects occurring both statewide and across broad regions. For example, since 2011 the WGFD and its Wildlife Health Laboratory have been conducting statewide bighorn sheep herd health surveillance and have sampled over 1,500 bighorn sheep across the state, many of which were also equipped with GPS collars. Additionally, collaborative efforts within the Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) involving the WGFD, Montana State University, the University of Wyoming, the National Park Service and the Shoshone and Arapaho Tribes have worked to conduct an integrated research program focused on bighorn sheep pathogen communities, habitat selection, seasonal migration, competition with introduced mountain goats, and genetics. Collaborators involved in this work have collectively aggregated upwards of two million dollars (inclusive of previous grants from the WY-WSF) for research that has compiled one of the largest integrated datasets ever collected for bighorn sheep. The research efforts have helped to directly inform bighorn sheep management and conservation, have been presented at local and national conferences, and produced nearly 20 peer-reviewed journal articles covering a broad range of topics. 

While past efforts have greatly helped to further our understanding of bighorn sheep across the state, there are a host of additional research projects that can use the existing datasets to generate new insights and further advance bighorn sheep management and conservation. In particular, the spatial dataset of GPS locations provides an opportunity to characterize and document bighorn sheep seasonal ranges and migration patterns in a level of detail not previously conducted in prior research. For example, previous work in the GYA broadly characterized the migratory patterns of bighorn sheep using general metrics but did not identify the start and end dates for each of the migratory periods or identify migration routes (Lowrey et al. 2019, 2020). Conducting a focused assessment on bighorn sheep migration across the state would enable broad-scale comparisons of migration timing, distance, and duration among population segments and herds as well as allow for better understanding of how seasonal movements may affect classification/trend survey timing. Additionally, documenting migration timing can help to define seasonal periods when creating seasonal range polygons from the aggregated survey and GPS dataset, which can be used to evaluate and update existing seasonal range and occupied habitat maps for inclusion into land management plans and decisions. In addition to the traditional low-elevation winter ranges and high-elevation summer ranges, past efforts in the Tetons (Courtemanch et al. 2017) as well as portions of the Absaroka Mountains (Lowrey et al. 2020) have noted use of high-elevation winter ranges. High-elevation winter ranges can help to further diversify bighorn sheep habitats and provide winter ranges that effectively separate native bighorn sheep from domestic sheep. Nonetheless, high-elevation winter ranges have yet to be broadly described across Wyoming, particularly throughout the mountainous areas of the GYA and western portions of the state. 

In light of these research opportunities, we are seeking funds from the Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation with the broad objective of characterizing and mapping bighorn sheep seasonal ranges and migrations across the state (Figure 1). Working collaboratively with the WGFD, the University of Wyoming, the National Park Service, regional Tribes and other entities, we intend to use the aggregated dataset to classify migratory behavior (i.e., resident and migrant), manually delineate spring and fall migratory periods and the associated dates, generate population-level summer, winter, and migration polygons, and characterize migration timing and foray distances. Additionally, we intend to expand on the efforts of Courtemanch et al. (2017) to characterize high-elevation winter ranges throughout western Wyoming using remote sensing. 

The results from this effort would be included in a final report to the Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation and other interested collaborators. Final products (i.e., GIS data layers of seasonal ranges, migration routes, etc.) will be shared with all collaborators and disseminated as directed by the WGFD. In addition, we will produce two peer reviewed publications further detailing: 1) ecological drivers of spring and fall migration events across the gradient of migratory herds in Wyoming, and 2) the spatial-temporal dynamics of high-elevation winter ranges across western Wyoming. These efforts have direct implications for bighorn sheep management throughout Wyoming and more generally across their broad distribution within western North America. 

Lastly, we envision this proposal as the first step to repurpose the existing aggregated dataset for bighorn sheep across Wyoming and the GYA, and anticipate submitting a 2nd standalone proposal next year to fund efforts focused on modeling seasonal habitats for bighorn sheep herds across the state. Developing herd-specific resource selection models can help to address a number of management and conservation priorities, including: 1) evaluating the availability of unoccupied habitat in each herd and informing future range expansion through within-herd translocations and habitat enhancements, 2) quantifying potential abundance in each herd based on habitat availability and distribution, 3) and quantifying the relative influence of habitat features that support habitat selection, which can be used to craft habitat improvement projects. 
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	Monitoring: This effort will produce population-level summer, winter, and migration polygons state-wide for Wyoming, which can be used to evaluate and update existing seasonal range and occupied habitat maps to better support bighorn sheep monitoring and management across the state. 
	Text14: Please see attached Budget Narrative.
	Text15: We will produce a report to the WY-WSF that details our findings. Additionally, we will produce two peer reviewed publications and present findings at regional scientific conferences (The Wildlife Society state chapter meeting). 
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