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       Nearest Town:

WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION 
 GRANT APPLICATION 

Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located     

County: 

Project Phase (if applicable):

Budget Information:

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously? 

If yes, list each grant received for five years

Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: 
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Amount $

Amount $

Amount $

In Hand Requested

of Project Timeline:

Total Project Cost: $

Total WY-WSF Request $

to

Project Title: 
80 character limit

Captures & Transplants
Population Monitoring

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License


Project Objective and Narrative:

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp


Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable):    Miles         Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Map(s) required        Letter(s) of Support     
Project Design    Photos
Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance 
Other:

Attachments and Supporting Documentation: 

Please select the types of attachments included:

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org 
Subject Line: " Name of Project - Organization Name"

Describe how you will share your learned info with us


	Email: john.henningsen@wyo.gov
	Phone: 307-721-7939
	Address: 1212 South Adams 
	State: WY 
	Zip: 82070
	Check Box79: Off
	Check Box80: Yes
	Check Box81: Yes
	Check Box83: Off
	Check Box84: Off
	Name2: Ray Bredehoft
	Email2: raymond.bredehoft@wyo.gov
	Phone2: 307-7774682
	Address2: 5400 Bishop Blvd
	City2: Cheyenne
	State2: WY 
	Zip2: 82006
	Other Description: Fence Conversion
	Narrative: The Thorne Williams WHMA was purchased in 1948 for the development of a wildlife research education center. The nearly 3,000 acres of rugged terrain is well suited as winter range for elk, mule deer, and bighorn sheep. The rocky outcrop foothills include juniper, mountain mahogany, serviceberry, chokecherry, and sagebrush grasslands. Other management objectives of this WHMA are to provide hunting, fishing, and recreational access; and to demonstrate good land stewardship for all species. 

A major goal of WGFD in managing this WHMA is to maintain an aggressive fence upgrade schedule. A small portion of the property boundary was converted to a wildlife friendly design in 2009, along the north end of the western boundary. But 7 miles (most of the boundary) is still woven wire plus 3-4 strands of barbed, resulting in an overly tall (frequently 60"), highly impermeable barrier to wildlife.

We plan to replace 7 miles of fencing that was originally built for domestic sheep (woven plus 3-4 strands barbed) with wildlife friendly fence (bottom strand smooth @ 18" off the ground, 3 strands barbed with top strand no higher than 42"). Additionally, we will install wire gates at important travel corridors that can remain open, seasonally, when livestock are not using neighboring lands. 

This project funding request is for contracted labor (removal and construction of 6 miles of fence). Additional contributors/funding sources will go toward contracted labor costs and new materials. WGFD and volunteers will provide labor to remove at least 1 mile of existing fences as cost-share. One neighboring rancher has agreed to build a portion (~1 mile) of the converted fence, also contributing to cost-share. WGFD also will complete surveys for the converted fence as cost-share. 

It has long been a goal for WGFD to convert all the boundary fence around Thorne Williams WHMA. Thus, even if partial funding is received, we are committed to making, at least, incremental progress. Ideally, though, full funding will achieve 100% wildlife friendly conversion on a more aggressive timeline. We are also prioritizing fence conversions on other WHMAs in the Laramie Mountains: progress is being made on 38 miles of fence on the Laramie Peak WHMA; the Mule Creek Ranch Public Access Area (an RMEF property) is also in need of wildlife friendly conversion. The more fence conversion projects we can accomplish with outside assistance (i.e., grant funding for private-sector contracts), the more internal capacity we will retain to accomplish habitat goals on these areas on aggressive timelines.

Thorne Williams WHMA received aerial herbicide application in September 2022 to control cheatgrass. The combined efforts of increasing/improving forage and increasing wildlife's ability to move around the landscape should multiply the effectiveness of each effort.


	Name: John Henningsen
	City: Laramie
	Check Box3: Off
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	Source5: Muley Fanatic Foundation
	Source6: Mule Deer Foundation
	Source1$: 25000
	Source2$: 20000
	Source3$: 9000
	Source4$: 5000
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	Source6$: 5000
	Dropdown8: [No]
	Title: Tom Thorne/Beth Williams WHMA Wildlife Friendly Fence Conversion
	Total Project: 202000
	County: [Albany]
	Nearest Town: Wheatland
	Miles/Acres: 7
	Monitoring: Photos will be taken of fences before and after conversion to document fence modification work and to ensure appropriate fence maintenance. We will place some trail cameras for anecdotal/education purposes. Bighorn sheep and mule deer that use the WHMA and surrounding landscapes have already been outfitted with GPS collars (collars deployed 2020 through 2022), which could provide before-and-after landscape use data. 
	Text14: Other Project Contributions: $75,000 requested from Wyoming Wildlife Natural Resource Trust. 

In-Kind matching funds of $30,000 (WGFD personnel and equipment) and $15,000 (fence construction from neighboring ranch). 

Anticipated Project Timeline: Solicit bids and purchase new fence materials summer/fall 2023. Begin removing/replacing fence late summer/fall 2023. Set up contracts fall/winter 2023. Remove/replace remaining fence in 2024. 

	Text15: Project leaders will lead volunteer efforts for on-the-ground educational opportunities, and present results at WSF meetings. We will lean heavily on the WGFD's Communications & Education team to promote this project during and after implementation. Wyoming Wildlife magazine, social media outlets, newspapers (Laramie Boomerang, Platte County Record-Times, Wyoming Tribune Eagle) and other sources can be utilized to educate the public. Articles and photos can be  formatted especially for inclusion The RamPage. 
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