Wyloming

WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.

Project Title:

Tom Thorne/BethWilliams WHMA Wildlife Friendly FenceConversion

80 character limit

Organization Name:

Project Lead:

Wyoming Game& FishDepartment

Additional Point of Contact (if different from Project Lead):

Name

JohnHenningsen

Email

john.henningsen@wyo.gov

Phone

(307)721-7939

Mailing Address
City, State,

1212SouthAdams

Zip [Laramie WY ||82070

Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .

|:| Research
@ Habitat
[O] Other:

Name
Email

Phone

Mailing Address
City, State, Zip

|:| Education and Outreach
|:| Conservation Easement

RayBredehoft

raymond.bredehoft@wyo.gov

(307)777-4682

5400BishopBlvd

Cheyenne WY ({82006

|:| Captures & Transplants
|:| Population Monitoring

FenceConversion

Project Location(s) Information:

County: |Albany Nearest Town: [Wheatland
Project Phase (ifapplicavle): |One(1) of [One(1) Project Timeline:|03/01/2023 | to |06/30/2025
Budget Information: Total WY-WSF Request $ |$ 10,000.00
Total Project Cost: $ [202,000.00 |
If yes, list each grant received for five years

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously?  [No |
Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested

Source |WGFD TrustFund Amount $ |25,000.00 (]

Source |Wy Gov'sBig GameLicenseCoalition Amount $ |20,000.00 ]

Source [Bureauof LandManagement Amount $ |9,000.00 ]

Source |RockyMountainElk Foundation Amount $ |5,000.00 (]

Source |Muley FanaticFoundation Amount $ |4 000.00 M

Source |Mule DeerFoundation Amount § [5,000.00 (]



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

TheThorneWilliams WHMA waspurchasedn 1948for thedevelopmenof awildlife researcleducatiorcenter.The
nearly3,000acresof ruggedterrainis well suitedaswinter rangefor elk, muledeer,andbighornsheepTherocky outcrop
foothills includejuniper,mountainmahoganyserviceberrychokecherryandsagebrusigrasslandsOthermanagement
objectivesof this WHMA areto providehunting,fishing, andrecreationahccessandto demonstratgioodland
stewardshigor all species.

A majorgoalof WGFD in managinghis WHMA is to maintainanaggressivéenceupgradescheduleA smallportionof
thepropertyboundarywasconvertedo awildlife friendly designin 2009,alongthe northendof thewesternboundary.
But 7 miles(mostof the boundary)is still wovenwire plus 3-4 strandsf barbedyesultingin anoverlytall (frequently
60"), highly impermeablédarrierto wildlife.

We planto replace? milesof fencingthatwasoriginally built for domesticsheepgwovenplus 3-4 strandsharbed)with
wildlife friendly fence(bottomstrandsmooth@ 18" off theground,3 strandsharbedwith top strandno higherthan42").
Additionally, we will installwire gatesatimportanttravel corridorsthatcanremainopen,seasonallywhenlivestockare
notusingneighboringands.

This projectfundingrequesis for contractedabor (removalandconstructiorof 6 milesof fence).Additional
contributors/fundingourceswill gotowardcontractedaborcostsandnewmaterials WGFD andvolunteerswill provide
laborto removeatleastl mile of existingfencesascost-shareOneneighboringanchethasagreedo build aportion(~1
mile) of the convertedence,alsocontributingto cost-shareWGFD alsowill completesurveysfor theconvertedenceas
cost-share.

It haslong beena goalfor WGFD to convertall the boundaryfencearoundThorneWilliams WHMA. Thus,evenif partial
fundingis receivedwe arecommittedto making,atleast,incrementaprogressideally, though,full fundingwill achieve
100%wildlife friendly conversioronamoreaggressivéimeline.We arealsoprioritizing fenceconversion®n other
WHMA s in the LaramieMountains:progresss beingmadeon 38 milesof fenceon the LaramiePeakWHMA; the Mule
CreekRanchPublic AccessArea(an RMEF property)is alsoin needof wildlife friendly conversionThemorefence
conversiomrojectswe canaccomplishwith outsideassistancé.e., grantfundingfor private-sectocontracts)themore
internalcapacitywe will retainto accomplishthabitatgoalson theseareason aggressivéimelines.

ThorneWilliams WHMA receivedaerialherbicideapplicationin SeptembeR022to controlcheatgrassl’he combined
effortsof increasing/improvindorageandincreasingwildlife's ability to movearoundthe landscapahouldmultiply the
effectivenes®f eacheffort.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (ifapplicable): |7.00 @Miles OAcres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Photoswill betakenof fencesbeforeandafterconversiorto documenfencemodificationwork andto ensureappropriate
fencemaintenanceWe will placesometrail camerador anecdotal/educatigourposesBighornsheepndmuledeerthat
usethe WHMA andsurroundindandscapebavealreadybeenoutfitted with GPScollars(collarsdeployed2020through
2022),which could providebefore-and-aftelandscapeisedata.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

Projectleaderswill leadvolunteereffortsfor on-the-grounatducationabpportunitiesandpresentesultsat WSF
meetingsWe will leanheavilyonthe WGFD'sCommunication& Educationteamto promotethis projectduringandafter,
implementationWyomingWildlife magazinesocialmediaoutlets,newspaperé_aramieBoomerangPlatteCounty
Record-TimesWyoming TribuneEagle)andothersourcesanbe utilized to educatehe public. Articles andphotoscanbe
formattedespeciallyfor inclusionThe RamPage.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

OtherProjectContributions$75,000requestedrom WyomingWildlife NaturalResourcerust.

In-Kind matchingfundsof $30,000(WGFD personnehndequipmentand$15,000(fenceconstructiorfrom neighboring
ranch).

AnticipatedProjectTimeline: Solicit bidsandpurchaseewfencematerialssummer/fall2023.Beginremoving/replacing
fencelate summer/fall2023.Setup contractdall/winter 2023.Remove/replaceemainingfencein 2024.

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Narrative: The Thorne Williams WHMA was purchased in 1948 for the development of a wildlife research education center. The nearly 3,000 acres of rugged terrain is well suited as winter range for elk, mule deer, and bighorn sheep. The rocky outcrop foothills include juniper, mountain mahogany, serviceberry, chokecherry, and sagebrush grasslands. Other management objectives of this WHMA are to provide hunting, fishing, and recreational access; and to demonstrate good land stewardship for all species. 

A major goal of WGFD in managing this WHMA is to maintain an aggressive fence upgrade schedule. A small portion of the property boundary was converted to a wildlife friendly design in 2009, along the north end of the western boundary. But 7 miles (most of the boundary) is still woven wire plus 3-4 strands of barbed, resulting in an overly tall (frequently 60"), highly impermeable barrier to wildlife.

We plan to replace 7 miles of fencing that was originally built for domestic sheep (woven plus 3-4 strands barbed) with wildlife friendly fence (bottom strand smooth @ 18" off the ground, 3 strands barbed with top strand no higher than 42"). Additionally, we will install wire gates at important travel corridors that can remain open, seasonally, when livestock are not using neighboring lands. 

This project funding request is for contracted labor (removal and construction of 6 miles of fence). Additional contributors/funding sources will go toward contracted labor costs and new materials. WGFD and volunteers will provide labor to remove at least 1 mile of existing fences as cost-share. One neighboring rancher has agreed to build a portion (~1 mile) of the converted fence, also contributing to cost-share. WGFD also will complete surveys for the converted fence as cost-share. 

It has long been a goal for WGFD to convert all the boundary fence around Thorne Williams WHMA. Thus, even if partial funding is received, we are committed to making, at least, incremental progress. Ideally, though, full funding will achieve 100% wildlife friendly conversion on a more aggressive timeline. We are also prioritizing fence conversions on other WHMAs in the Laramie Mountains: progress is being made on 38 miles of fence on the Laramie Peak WHMA; the Mule Creek Ranch Public Access Area (an RMEF property) is also in need of wildlife friendly conversion. The more fence conversion projects we can accomplish with outside assistance (i.e., grant funding for private-sector contracts), the more internal capacity we will retain to accomplish habitat goals on these areas on aggressive timelines.

Thorne Williams WHMA received aerial herbicide application in September 2022 to control cheatgrass. The combined efforts of increasing/improving forage and increasing wildlife's ability to move around the landscape should multiply the effectiveness of each effort.
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