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Captures & Transplants
Population Monitoring

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License


Project Objective and Narrative:

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp
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Project Design    Photos
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Attachments and Supporting Documentation: 

Please select the types of attachments included:

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org 
Subject Line: " Name of Project - Organization Name"

Describe how you will share your learned info with us
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	Address: 923 Grange Road
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	Zip: 82201
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	Name2: 
	Email2: 
	Phone2: 
	Address2: 
	City2: 
	State2: 
	Zip2: 
	Other Description: 
	Narrative: The Rabbit Creek Ranch, owned by Aaron and Gretchen Clark, sits in the foothills of the Laramie Range.  The property provides important habitats for a diversity of wildlife species including elk, mule deer, wild turkey, pronghorn, and even bighorn sheep, and is located approximately 16 miles northwest of Wheatland, Wyoming.  

The foothills habitats found on the ranch include Ponderosa pine forest, mixed mountain shrub stands, and riparian areas.  In the last 15-20 years, cheatgrass has become increasingly more common in native plant communities in southeast Wyoming.  The presence of this annual compromises habitat values for all of the species listed that inhabit the ranch.  Cheatgrass currently threatens native, perennial vegetation communities by increasing risk of wildfire.  Native vegetation provides higher quality forage for use by wildlife, and proposed cheatgrass control efforts will be conducted to favor perennial vegetation that provides nutritional benefits to wild ungulates year-round versus the short seasonal benefits of cheatgrass.  

The ranch is utilized by bighorn sheep in fall/winter months primarily, as they head to lower elevations to find forage.  Suitable habitat for bighorns found on the ranch includes rock outcroppings serving as escape terrain, as well as slopes ranging from 30-60% that serve as foraging areas.  Warm chinook winds typically blow off lower elevation areas of snow in winter months, attracting wild ungulates to areas like Rabbit Creek Ranch.  The ranch provides important crucial winter range for mule deer and elk.  Due to subdivision of neighboring properties, the Rabbit Creek Ranch has become increasingly more important to wildlife.   

Cheatgrass has invaded what were otherwise intact native vegetative communities, and use of herbicide(s) is seen as the most cost effective and successful means of gaining control of this invasive plant at the current time.  Conservative stocking rates for livestock will ensure that native vegetation has the opportunity to recover following herbicide application. 

We propose to treat up to 576 acres of rangeland habitats in 2024-2025 with Rejuvra herbicide (5 oz/acre), applied via helicopter in late Summer/early Fall.  (Estimated cost of $65/acre)

Vegetative monitoring will take place prior to herbicide application, and for several years post-application to monitor herbicide efficacy and native vegetation recovery.  This monitoring information will be shared with all project partners.  Monitoring data will be utilized to help make future habitat management decisions, including the assessment of whether re-treatment of some or all acres is warranted.       

We anticipate 3 - 5 years of cheatgrass control.  At the end of this period, we will need to assess re-treatment options if necessary.  
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	Source5: Platte County Weed and Pest
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	Title: Johnson Mountain Cheatgrass Control
	Total Project: 37500
	County: [Platte]
	Nearest Town: Wheatland
	Miles/Acres: 576
	Monitoring: WGFD will establish vegetation monitoring sites pre-treatment.  Annual monitoring will be conducted to measure herbicide efficacy and perennial plant responses.  Line Point Intercept monitoring method and photo points will be utilized.   
	Text14: The Rabbit Creek Ranch, comprising over 2,200 acres of important mountain foothills habitats, is in the process of being permanently protected through a conservation easement (anticipated to be completed in 2024-2025).  This ensures that subdivision of the property will not occur.  Neighboring properties have been fragmented through subdivision in the last 20 years, resulting in habitat values being compromised.  

**As part of the easement, the landowners have agreed to include restrictive language that excludes domestic sheep and goat grazing on the property for perpetuity.  Domestic sheep and goats have been identified as a potential threat to the health of wild sheep, as they are known to carry pathogens that may lead to respiratory infections and ultimately pnuemonia related illnesses and likely death, which can have long term negative impacts to bighorn populations.** 

The ranch does provide limited / controlled hunting opportunity with written permission.     
	Text15: Monitoring data will be summarized in a format that can be shared and understood by Board and general membership.  This info will be shared through a presentation at a membership meeting and/or through an update in the RamPage or website.  
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