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Describe how you will share your learned info with us
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	Name2: Hale Redding
	Email2: westonp1@rtconnect.net
	Phone2: 307-746-4555
	Address2: 35 Fairgrounds Rd
	City2: Newcastle
	State2: WY
	Zip2: 82701
	Other Description: 
	Narrative: This project will locate and treat invasive weed species (primarily cheatgrass) on Elk Mountain in northeastern Wyoming, and southwest South Dakota over four years. This is designed as a landscape scale project which will incorporate multiple agencies and landowners in two states.  Surveys will be conducted using helicopters and ground crews. Following surveys, treatment plans will be created and implemented based on species, terrain, presence and density of native species, and other land management considerations.  Preference will be given to treatments likely to provide the best suppression of invasives while protecting and aiding reestablishment of native species.  This project is designed to address priorities of the Western Weed Action Plan, including early detection and rapid response, data collection and sharing, and reducing fragmentation of effort and policies.  Elk Mountain is designated as a Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) Terrestrial Crucial Priority Area, due to the importance of this area to wildlife including the resident bighorn sheep population. Invasive grass control has been identified as a primary management goal by the WGFD habitat program as well as the Department’s Bighorn Sheep Working Group.This project occurs in areas that bighorn sheep winter in extensively, but are not currently delineated as crucial winter range. Bighorn sheep GPS collar data was used to delineate the cheatgrass management area. This area still hosts an abundance of native vegetation, but if left unmanaged, habitat quality for bighorn sheep could decline due to the displacement of native vegetation by cheatgrass. If treated now, additional and costly restoration actions such as seeding, are not warranted because this area will respond quickly and positively to treatments. Project partners will begin mapping weed locations this coming field season. Treatments will begin on private land in field season 2024 if grant agreements are in place in time. Federal management agencies will work on any needed NEPA clearances throughout 2024, so that treatments can begin in 2025 on federal surface. This will be timely because Indaziflam should be approved for use on BLM surface by then, enabling the team to use the most effective chemical for treatments. The current management area consists of approximately 28,000 acres. We estimate that at least 10,00 acres will need to be treated, although a more informed estimate is pending 2024 surveys. It is likely that this project will involve three main phases. Phase 1 includes survey, mapping, and treating acres that are already known to have cheatgrass. Phase 2 involves funding and treating any additional acres identified in the 2024 surveys. Phase 3 will be a management phase, where the area is periodically surveyed for presence of annual invasive grasses and weeds and treated as needed. This area is a high priority for project work in northeastern Wyoming due to the value of this habitat to wildlife, especially bighorn sheep.  New approaches to annual invasive grass management, coupled with the network of partners established lead to a high likelihood of success and desirable outcomes. We hope that the Wild Sheep Foundation will partner with us on this important work. 
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	Title: Elk Mountain Cheatgrass
	Total Project: 660000
	County: [Weston]
	Nearest Town: Newcastle
	Miles/Acres: 10000
	Monitoring: Monitoring consists of re-evaluating established long-term vegetative monitoring plots within the project area as needed to determine the effectiveness of treatments. Established long-term vegetative monitoring plot methods currently consist of Photo Points, Ocular Macroplots and Cover Frequency monitoring sites. Any newly established monitoring site needed would utilize one of these methods.
	Text14: This effort has initiated a landscape level partnership among weed and pest districts in Wyoming and South Dakota, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, South Dakota Game Fish & Parks, Weston County Conservation District (WY), Custer County Conservation District (SD), BLM, USFS, and private landowners.  Treatments will be mainly implemented by weed and pest control districts.  This effort will call upon expertise and data from the University of Wyoming (UW), especially regarding invasive grasses, and will compliment an extensive and well-organized group of partners (North East Wyoming Invasive Grass Working Group) who are conducting large control and research projects in Northern Wyoming.  This project will utilize the existing partnership between the WGFD, UW, and the Wyoming Department of Agriculture to apply funding and practical experience to on-the-ground invasive species control.  This project includes several counties, governmental agencies and NGOs in both South Dakota and Wyoming who are eager to work together for the first time to accomplish a true landscape scale project.
	Text15: Project accomplishments will be shared periodically through project reports. Lessons learned from this effort can be provided upon request following completion of project. 
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