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WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION 
 GRANT APPLICATION 

Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located     
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Budget Information:

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously? 
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Project Title: 
80 character limit

Habitat
Other

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License


Project Objective and Narrative:

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp


Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable):    Miles         Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Map(s) required        Letter(s) of Support     
Project Design    Photos
Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance 
Other:

Attachments and Supporting Documentation: 

Please select the types of attachments included:

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org 
Subject Line: " Name of Project - Organization Name"

Describe how you will share your learned info with us
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	Name2: Reese Irvine
	Email2: ccwpsupervisor@gmail.com
	Phone2: (307) 324-6584
	Address2: PO Box 1126
	City2: Rawlins
	State2: WY
	Zip2: 82301
	Other Description: 
	Narrative: Invasive weeds in Carbon County are becoming increasingly prolific, negatively impacting native rangelands and important wildlife habitats. Cheatgrass expansion is particularly concerning in important wildlife habitats based on its ability to invade a wide variety of native plant communities. Cheatgrass effectively reduces native plant production, diversity and density, and, if left untreated, can create monotypic stands with little to no habitat value to wildlife. As such, local natural resource agencies have engaged in ongoing collaborative mitigation efforts to slow the spread of cheatgrass in the Platte Valley. 

Carbon County Weed and Pest (CCWP), the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) are requesting funds to continue large-scale, cross-landownership cheatgrass treatments across important habitat for bighorn sheep, mule deer, and pronghorn. The proposed treatment will occur on approximately 2,814 acres of BLM, State, USFS, and private land south of Encampment, WY (Figure 1). Much of the proposed area was treated with Imazapic (Plateau) in the fall of 2019. Imazapic only provides cheatgrass control for a limited period of time (~2 years). As such, this area is in need of a re-treatment. We plan to aerially treat the proposed acres with Indaziflam (Rejuvra) which has been shown to control cheatgrass for longer. Rejuvra will be applied using a rotor-wing aircraft at a rate of 5 oz per acre. The estimated cost of treatment is $66/acre ($39 for herbicide, $27 for aerial application). If successful, funds will be used to purchase herbicide and/or pay for the aircraft application cost.

This project occurs within crucial winter range for the Encampment River bighorn sheep (ERBHS) herd unit. Several treatment polygons fall within areas highly used by ERBHS based on 2019 collar data (Figure 2). Controlling the spread of cheatgrass will help maintain and enhance available habitat for the ERBHS herd. Reducing the proliferation of cheatgrass will increase the production, diversity, and density of native perennial grasses and forbs that are more palatable and nutritious to wildlife. In addition to mitigating the spread of cheatgrass and the restoration of native plant communities, large-scale treatments can help mitigate the threat of intense wildfires associated with dense, monotypic stands of cheatgrass. These cheatgrass fires can alter thousands of acres of important wildlife habitats and create a self-perpetuating fire cycle. The proposed treatment will reduce the threat of catastrophic wildlife and protect crucial winter ranges for the ERBHS herd and other big game species. 
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	Title: Encampment River-Blackhall Cheatgrass
	Total Project: 196000
	County: [Carbon]
	Nearest Town: Encampment, WY
	Miles/Acres: 2814
	Monitoring: Pre-treatment monitoring (LPI transects and photo points) will be completed throughout the project area in 2024. Monitoring (LPI transects and photo points) will also be completed after the treatment has been completed to determine treatment effectiveness.
	Text14: Polygons may need fine tuned prior to any application taking place. This treatment will also be contingent on BLM approval of Indaziflam (Rejuvra). The National EIS notice of availability was published in the Federal Register on 12/29/2023 and a record of decision is expected in the next couple of months. Based on the timing of the record of decision, treatment could occur in 2024 or 2025.

Funding will be administered by Carbon County Weed and Pest if application is successfully funded.

	Text15: Progress reports and a final report will be submitted to WY-WSF. Pre-treatment monitoring data as well as photos will be included in the reports. Additionally, a short narrative can be submitted for use in the RamPage. 
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