Wyloming

WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.

Project Title:

EncampmenRiver-BlackhallCheatgrass

80 character limit

Organization Name:

Project Lead:

Wyoming GameandFishDepartment

Additional Point of Contact (if different from Project Lead):

Name |Britt Burdett

Name

Reesdrvine

Email |pritt

.burdett@wyo.gov

Email

Phone[307y760-0489

Phone

ccwpsupervisor@gmail.com

Mailing Address [POBox 1606

City, State,

Zip |Saratoga WY [|82331

Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .

Disease

|:| Education and Outreach

(307)324-6584

Mailing Address
City, State, Zip

POBox 1126

Rawlins

WY

82301

@ Habitat

|:| Land Conservation |:| Population Management/Monitoring |:| Other

Action

Project Locati

on(s) Information:

Project Phase

Budget Information:

Source
Source
Source
Source

Source

County: |Carbon Nearest Town: [EncampmentyWyY
(if applicable): of Estimated Invoice |06/01/2024 | to [12/31/2025
Dates:
Total WY-WSF Request $ [$ 26,000.00
Total Project Cost: $ [196,000.00 |
If yes, list each grant received for five years
Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously?  [No |
Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested
WWNRT Amount $ {70,000.00 U]
WGBGLC Amount $ |50,000.00 ]
WGFDIAG Amount $ |50,000.00 L]
Amount $
Amount $
Amount $

Source



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

Invasiveweedsn CarbonCountyarebecomingncreasinglyprolific, negativelyimpactingnativerangelandsandimportan
wildlife habitats Cheatgrasexpansioris particularlyconcerningn importantwildlife habitatsbasednits ability to
invadeawide variety of nativeplantcommunitiesCheatgrassffectivelyreducesativeplantproduction diversityand
density,and,if left untreatedcancreatemonotypicstandswith little to no habitatvalueto wildlife. As such,local natural
resourceagenciehaveengagedn ongoingcollaborativemitigation effortsto slow the spreacbf cheatgrass the Platte
Valley.

CarbonCountyWeedandPest(CCWP),the Bureauof LandManagemen(BLM), andthe Wyoming GameandFish
Departmen{WGFD) arerequestindgundsto continuelarge-scalecross-landownershigheatgrastreatmentscross
importanthabitatfor bighornsheepmule deer,andpronghornThe proposedreatmenwwill occuron approximately2,814
acresof BLM, State USFS,andprivatelandsouthof EncampmentWY (Figurel). Much of the proposechreawastreated
with Imazapic(Plateau)n thefall of 2019.Imazapiconly providescheatgrassontrolfor alimited periodof time (~2
years).As suchthis areais in needof are-treatmentWe planto aeriallytreatthe proposedacreswith Indaziflam(Rejuvra
which hasbeenshownto controlcheatgrasfor longer.Rejuvrawill beappliedusingarotor-wingaircraftatarateof 5 0z
peracre.Theestimatedtostof treatmenis $66/acrg$39for herbicide $27for aerialapplication)If successfulfundswill
beusedto purchaséderbicideand/orpayfor theaircraftapplicationcost.

This projectoccurswithin crucialwinter rangefor the EncampmenRiver bighornsheeg ERBHS)herdunit. Several
treatmenpolygonsfall within areashighly usedby ERBHSbasedon 2019collar data(Figure?2). Controllingthe spreadf
cheatgraswill helpmaintainandenhancevailablehabitatfor the ERBHSherd.Reducingthe proliferationof cheatgrass
will increasehe production diversity,anddensityof nativeperennialgrassesindforbsthataremorepalatableand
nutritiousto wildlife. In additionto mitigatingthe spreadf cheatgrasandtherestoratiorof nativeplantcommunities,
large-scaldreatmentsanhelp mitigatethe threatof intensewildfires associateavith densemonotypicstandsof
cheatgrassThesecheatgrasfires canalterthousandsf acresof importantwildlife habitatsandcreatea self-perpetuating
fire cycle.The proposedreatmentvill reducethethreatof catastrophiavildlife andprotectcrucialwinterrangedor the
ERBHSherdandotherbig gamespecies.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (ifapplicable): |2,814.00 OMiles @Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Pre-treatmentonitoring(LPI transectandphotopoints)will becompletedhroughouthe projectareain 2024.
Monitoring (LPI transectandphotopoints)will alsobe completedafterthetreatmenhasbeencompletedo determine

treatmenteffectiveness.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

Progresseportsandafinal reportwill be submittedto WY-WSF. Pre-treatmentnonitoringdataaswell asphotoswill be
includedin thereports Additionally, a shortnarrativecanbe submittedfor usein theRamPage.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Polygonsmay needfine tunedprior to anyapplicationtaking place.This treatmentill alsobecontingenton BLM
approvalof Indaziflam(Rejuvra). The NationalEIS noticeof availability waspublishedn the FederaRegisteron
12/29/2023andarecordof decisionis expectedn the nextcoupleof months Basedon thetiming of therecordof

decision treatmentouldoccurin 20240r 2025.

Fundingwill beadministeredy CarbonCountyWeedandPestif applicationis successfullyfunded.

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Narrative: Invasive weeds in Carbon County are becoming increasingly prolific, negatively impacting native rangelands and important wildlife habitats. Cheatgrass expansion is particularly concerning in important wildlife habitats based on its ability to invade a wide variety of native plant communities. Cheatgrass effectively reduces native plant production, diversity and density, and, if left untreated, can create monotypic stands with little to no habitat value to wildlife. As such, local natural resource agencies have engaged in ongoing collaborative mitigation efforts to slow the spread of cheatgrass in the Platte Valley. 

Carbon County Weed and Pest (CCWP), the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) are requesting funds to continue large-scale, cross-landownership cheatgrass treatments across important habitat for bighorn sheep, mule deer, and pronghorn. The proposed treatment will occur on approximately 2,814 acres of BLM, State, USFS, and private land south of Encampment, WY (Figure 1). Much of the proposed area was treated with Imazapic (Plateau) in the fall of 2019. Imazapic only provides cheatgrass control for a limited period of time (~2 years). As such, this area is in need of a re-treatment. We plan to aerially treat the proposed acres with Indaziflam (Rejuvra) which has been shown to control cheatgrass for longer. Rejuvra will be applied using a rotor-wing aircraft at a rate of 5 oz per acre. The estimated cost of treatment is $66/acre ($39 for herbicide, $27 for aerial application). If successful, funds will be used to purchase herbicide and/or pay for the aircraft application cost.

This project occurs within crucial winter range for the Encampment River bighorn sheep (ERBHS) herd unit. Several treatment polygons fall within areas highly used by ERBHS based on 2019 collar data (Figure 2). Controlling the spread of cheatgrass will help maintain and enhance available habitat for the ERBHS herd. Reducing the proliferation of cheatgrass will increase the production, diversity, and density of native perennial grasses and forbs that are more palatable and nutritious to wildlife. In addition to mitigating the spread of cheatgrass and the restoration of native plant communities, large-scale treatments can help mitigate the threat of intense wildfires associated with dense, monotypic stands of cheatgrass. These cheatgrass fires can alter thousands of acres of important wildlife habitats and create a self-perpetuating fire cycle. The proposed treatment will reduce the threat of catastrophic wildlife and protect crucial winter ranges for the ERBHS herd and other big game species. 
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Funding will be administered by Carbon County Weed and Pest if application is successfully funded.
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