WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Wj mgﬁmg[ng Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.
Project Title: |WhiskeyBasinBighorn SheepHabitatEnhancement
80 character limit

Organization Name: |Wyoming GameandFish Department

Project Lead: Additional Point of Contact (i different from Project Lead):
Name [Amy Anderson Name
Email [amy.anderson@wyo.gov Email
Phone (307)335-2604 Phone
Mailing Address |260BuenaVista Mailing Address
City, State, Zip || ander wY |[82520/ City, State, Zip

Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .
Disease |:| Education and Outreach @ Habitat
|:| Land Conservation |:| Population Management/Monitoring |:| Other

Action

Project Location(s) Information:

County: [Fremont Nearest Town: |Dubois
Project Phase (ifapplicable): | Two (2) of |Five (5) Estimated Invoice |07/01/2024 | to |12/31/2030
Dates:
Budget Information: Total WY-WSF Request $ |$ 25,000.00
Total Project Cost: $ [180,000.00 |
If yes, list each grant received for five years

Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously?  |yes | 2023
Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested

Source |NFWF Amount $ [80,000.00 O]

Source |[WGBGLC Amount $ (35 000.00 []

Source |WGFDTrust Amount $ (30,000.00 []

Source |MDF Amount $ (10,000.00 ]

Source Amount $

Source Amount $



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

This projectincludesstrategiesdentifiedin the 2019WhiskeyBasinBighorn SheegManagemenPlanwhich was
developedhrougha collaborativeeffort with the DuboisCommunityandinterestedstakeholdersThe planstresseshe
needto developmethodgo improveforageconditionandincreaseavailablewinter range aswell asutilizing best
managemerpracticessuchasmechanicatontrol, prescribedire, andmanagedvildfire to decreaseonifercoverto
enhanceindexpandbighornsheepmigrationpathsandwinterranges.

In aHabitatPlancompletedduringthe summerfield seasorof 2023,treatmentireasvereidentifiedbothinsidethe
FitzpatrickWildernessandon public landsadjacento Wildernesswhereencroachedonifersarelikely causing
movemenbarriersto the bighornsheep.Knowing the difficulties associateavith acquiringNEPA clearancesnd
associate@pprovalgo conducttreatmentsvithin the Wildernesswe proposeo initiate work in areasadjacento the
Wildernesswith the goal of eventuallycompletinganotheMinimum Tools Requiremenprocesghroughthe Shoshone
NationalForestto conductadditionalwork within the GlacierAddition to the FitzpatrickWildernessandbeyond.

Theselectegolygonsfor initial treatmentareon WGFC ownedland,andadjacento SheepRidgeandTorreyRim, both
areknownbighornsheepcrucialwinteringareasThe SheeRidgetreatmentreawould include54 acresof cutandhand
pile, thinningthe coniferstandto a densitythatwould provideatleast80% horizontalvisibility. ThesecondVGFC
polygonis ontheslopebelowTorreyRim. TheentireTorreyslopeincludesa 697 acrepolygonthatwaspartially burned
in 2005. Areasof denseconiferstandgersistin certainareasalongtherim, andtreatmentvould includeselectingdense
patchesandstringersof coniferandthinningthemto improvevisibility andopenup loafing andfeedinghabitats.

Secondaryreatmentareaswill includethe polygonson SheefRidgewithin the ShoshondationalForestbut off of
Wildernessandthethreepolygonson BLM landadjacento BLM Ridge. BLM Ridgewasa historicheavyusearea,
howeverusehasdwindledin recentyears potentiallydueto restrictednovementausedy coniferencroachment.

Polygonswerealsoidentified on the southandeastsideof Torrey Creek. While bighornsheepdo not currentlyusethis
areaexceptincidentally,usemayincreasef coniferdensitiesverereduced.Severabf the polygonscouldbethinnedto
createopenhabitatshatmaybe moreinviting to sheepusingthe TorreyValley. Juniperandlimber pineencroachment
alongthe Torrey Creekripariancorridoris beingconsideredor treatmentaswell.

Historic photosshowdrasticallylessconifercoveracrossVindy RidgeandWhiskeyMountain,andwhile it will likely be
difficult to reduceconiferdensitiego historiclevels,we maybeableto reduceconiferin vital movementorridorsenough
to allow sheepuninhibitedaccesdo their historicwinter ranges.

If therecomesatime whenanothettreatments allowedto occurwithin the GlacierAddition of the FitzpatrickWilderness
additionalphasewill beconsideredinceseverakoniferencroachedreasvereidentifiedwithin the Wilderness.

Mechanicallytreatedareaswithin the TorreyValley in 2023haveshownincreasedighornsheepoafing andfeeding
activitiesoverthewinter of 2024.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (if applicable): |750.00 OMiles @Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Monitoringwill be mostly observatiorof bighornsheepandwhethertheyusethe areasvhereconiferremovalhas
occurred Currentmonitoringon the Torrey Rim slopeis centeredaroundthe cheatgrassfestationthatwastreatedn
2021.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

This projectis of particularinterestto the Duboiscommunityandthewild sheepcommunityat large,andhasgenerated
muchdiscussion.As we continuewith this project,we intendto keeppeopleapprisedf the statusof this work throughthe
DuboisnewspapeMWGFD newsreleasesandWyoming Wildlife Magazine.We will keepWWSFinformedthrough
annualreportingof projectactivities.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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In a Habitat Plan completed during the summer field season of 2023, treatment areas were identified both inside the Fitzpatrick Wilderness, and on public lands adjacent to Wilderness, where encroached conifers are likely causing movement barriers to the bighorn sheep.  Knowing the difficulties associated with acquiring NEPA clearances and associated approvals to conduct treatments within the Wilderness, we propose to initiate work in areas adjacent to the Wilderness, with the goal of eventually completing another Minimum Tools Requirement process through the Shoshone National Forest to conduct additional work within the Glacier Addition to the Fitzpatrick Wilderness and beyond. 

The selected polygons for initial treatments are on WGFC owned land, and adjacent to Sheep Ridge and Torrey Rim, both are known bighorn sheep crucial wintering areas. The Sheep Ridge treatment area would include 54 acres of cut and hand pile, thinning the conifer stand to a density that would provide at least 80% horizontal visibility.  The second WGFC polygon is on the slope below Torrey Rim.  The entire Torrey slope includes a 697 acre polygon that was partially burned in 2005.  Areas of dense conifer stands persist in certain areas along the rim, and treatment would include selecting dense patches and stringers of conifer and thinning them to improve visibility and open up loafing and feeding habitats.  
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Historic photos show drastically less conifer cover across Windy Ridge and Whiskey Mountain, and while it will likely be difficult to reduce conifer densities to historic levels, we may be able to reduce conifer in vital movement corridors enough to allow sheep uninhibited access to their historic winter ranges. 

If there comes a time when another treatment is allowed to occur within the Glacier Addition of the Fitzpatrick Wilderness, additional phases will be considered since several conifer encroached areas were identified within the Wilderness.

Mechanically treated areas within the Torrey Valley in 2023 have shown increased bighorn sheep loafing and feeding activities over the winter of 2024.  
	Name: Amy Anderson
	City: Lander
	Check Box3: Yes
	Check Box4: Off
	Source5: 
	Source6: 
	Source1$: 80000
	Source2$: 35000
	Source3$: 30000
	Source4$: 10000
	Source5$: 
	Source6$: 
	Dropdown8: [Yes]
	Title: Whiskey Basin Bighorn Sheep Habitat Enhancement
	Total Project: 180000
	County: [Fremont]
	Nearest Town: Dubois
	Miles/Acres: 750
	Monitoring: Monitoring will be mostly observation of bighorn sheep, and whether they use the areas where conifer removal has occurred. Current monitoring on the Torrey Rim slope is centered around the cheatgrass infestation that was treated in 2021.
	Text14: 
	Text15: This project is of particular interest to the Dubois community and the wild sheep community at large, and has generated much discussion.  As we continue with this project, we intend to keep people apprised of the status of this work through the Dubois newspaper, WGFD news releases, and Wyoming Wildlife Magazine.  We will keep WWSF informed through annual reporting of project activities.  
	Check Box17: Yes
	Text18: 
	SAVE: 
	PRINT: 
	Check Box19: Off
	Check Box20: Off
	Check Box22: Off
	Check Box21: Off
	Check Box18: Off
	Org Name: Wyoming Game and Fish Department
	source1check: Yes
	sourcecheck2: Yes
	sourcecheck3: Yes
	sourcecheck4: Off
	sourcecheck5: Off
	sourcecheck1b: Off
	sourcecheck2b: Off
	sourcecheck3b: Off
	sourcecheck4b: Yes
	sourcecheck5b: Off
	sourcecheck6b: Off
	sourcecheck6: Off
	Miles: Choice2
	Button1: 
	Phase: [Two (2)]
	Phase2: [Five (5)]
	Date19_af_date: 7/1/2024
	Date20_af_date: 12/31/2030
	Source1: NFWF
	Source2: WGBGLC
	Source3: WGFD Trust
	Source4: MDF
	Funding Priorities Link: 
	previousfunding: 2023
	Total Request: 25000


