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	Email: ryan.amundson1@wyo.gov
	Phone: 307 331 0787
	Address: 923 Grange Road
	State: WY
	Zip: 82201
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	Name2: Martin Curry
	Email2: martin.curry@lrcd.net
	Phone2: 307 399-2224
	Address2: 5015 Stone Road Unit 1
	City2: Laramie
	State2: WY
	Zip2: 82070
	Other Description: 
	Narrative: In Summer 2024, 1,527 acres of mixed mountain shrub and grassland habitats burned in the lightning caused Bear Creek Wildfire.  The wildfire burned 100% on private lands, affecting 3 private landowners.  In Fall 2024, these landowners individually reached out to area WGFD personnel to discuss steps necessary to restore important wildlife habitats.  The threat of cheatgrass invasion post-wildfire is high, based on presence of cheatgrass in similar slopes/aspects in the Sybille Canyon area, especially on lands that have experienced recent wildfire activity.  Mixed mountain shrub habitats in Sybille Canyon include True Mountain Mahogany, Antelope Bitterbrush, Skunkbrush Sumac, Currant, Serviceberry, Rabbitbrush, and Sagebrush species (Black, Silver, Big, ThreeTip).  The majority of these species will resprout following fire, but success is dictated by fire severity, timing of disturbance, and the opportunity for regrowth without excessive browse and competition from invasive species such as cheatgrass.  Rugged terrain found within the wildfire scar is utilized by bighorn sheep, mule deer, pronghorn, and elk.  This wildfire scar/project is located within Bighorn Sheep Hunt Area 19, Laramie Peak bighorn sheep herd unit. Important seasonal ranges for these species, including crucial winter ranges, are found here.  Herbaceous and woody vegetation provide important food resources for wildlife and livestock.  Post-fire, we often see nutritional levels and palatability of vegetation increase for several years.  This bodes well for wild ungulates utilizing these areas, and can positively impact body condition, reproductive success, antler/horn growth, overwinter survival, among other factors that impact individual animal and herd performance.      This wildfire scar/project is located within Bighorn Sheep Hunt Area 19, Laramie Peak bighorn sheep herd unit. Aerial herbicide application in late Summer 2025 is planned with helicopter to combat invasive annual grass.  The herbicide, Rejuvra, will be applied at a rate of 5 oz/acre, with 5 gallons of water/acre as carrier.  In addition, private landowners affected by the wildfire will be identifying areas where Canada and Musk Thistle are present during the Summer 2025 season.  Polygons will be developed mapping those infestations.  Addition of Milestone herbicide will be used on those acres mapped.  Costs for the addition of this herbicide to tank mixes will fall solely on the landowner(s) who wish to use it.  Since those acres are not yet mapped, we do not have an accurate cost estimate to utilize, but this should be considered additional cost share "match" for the purpose of this grant application.  Extensive planning efforts and on-the-ground application of herbicides to control cheatgrass have been completed in the Sybille Canyon corridor in recent years.  This includes applications to Poe Mountain, the WGFD's Thorne/Williams WHMA, School Creek State Section, and other private, state, and federal lands intermixed and connecting these parcels.  We are building landowner support for cheatgrass control efforts with each successful project completed.  With the recent approval and use of Rejuvra herbicide, we have witnessed substantial improvement in longevity of control of invasive cheatgrass.  In addition, we have also observed less injury/mortality to key shrub species, that were being negatively impacted by imazapic herbicide applications historically. Private landowners affected by this wildfire are interested in seeing recovery of native, perennial vegetation and are committed to working with conservation district and Game and Fish Department personnel to monitor herbicide efficacy and perennial plant responses.  Incorporation of growing season partial and/or full growing season grazing deferment in the first two years following herbicide application will be part of their management strategies, to tilt the scales in favor of native, perennial plants.  Establishment of native, perennial forages will provide for natural competition against invasive annuals encroachment.   Monitoring will include establishment of photo points and vegetation transects to assist in measuring herbicide efficacy and increases in ground cover and perennial plant establishment.  Through analysis of monitoring data, the private landowners and project partners will evalauate the need for re-treatment in year 4.  Partners mentioned in this grant application have been consistent and reliable sources in our collective efforts to combat cheatgrass and restore areas burned by wildfire in southeast Wyoming.  We are hopeful that all funds necessary to complete this project will be guaranteed by July 1, 2025.Laramie Rivers Conservation District personnel will serve as grants adminstrator for this project, with assistance from WGFD's Terrestrail Habitat Biologist, Ryan Amundson.  It is preferred that grant funds approved by WY WSF be paid directly to the selected contractor for herbicide and helicopter services upon project completion.  
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	Title: Bear Creek Wildfire Restoration 
	Total Project: 114525
	County: [Albany]
	Nearest Town: Laramie, 28 miles southwest of project location
	Miles/Acres: 1527
	Monitoring: Monitoring locations (photo points) and vegetation transects will be established in Summer 2025 prior to herbicide application.  Annual monitoring of vegetation recovery will occur, with data analysis in year 4 post-treatment to determine where re-treatments may need to occur.  
	Text14: 1,527 acres @ $75 per acre for Rejuvra herbicide (5 oz/acre) and helicopter application*as stated in the application, the private landowners may opt to add Milestone herbicide for additional weed control in portions of this project area at their own expense.  We will have an acreage and cost estimate for this by early July 2025.  
	Text15: Vegetation transect data can be compiled and shared in a project closeout report and potential WY WSF Rampage news article.  
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