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WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.

LaramiePeakandThorne/WilliamsWHMAs Cheatgras€ontrol

Wyoming GameandFishDepartment

Project Lead:

Additional Point of Contact (if different from Project Lead):

Name |JohnHenningsen Name |JerryCowles
Email john.henningsen@wyo.gov Email jerry.cowles@wyo.gov
Phone[307y721-7939 Phone [(307y721-1378
Mailing Address |1212SouthAdams Mailing Address{1212SouthAdams
City, State, Zip |Laramie WY ||82070| City, State, Zip |Laramie WY ||82070
Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .
Disease |:| Education and Outreach @ Habitat
|:| Land Conservation |:| Population Management/Monitoring |:| Other
Action
Project Location(s) Information:
County: |Albany Nearest Town: [Wheatland\WY
Project Phase (i applicable): |One(1) of |Two (2) Estimated Invoice |07/01/2026 | to |12/31/2027
Dates:
Budget Information: Total WY-WSF Request $ |$ 20,000.00
Total Project Cost: $ [105,000.00 |
If yes, list each grant received for five years
Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously?  [No |
Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested
Source |WWNRT Amount $ |20,000.00 []
Source |WGBGLC Amount $ |20,000.00 ]
Source |WGFDIAG Amount § |25,000.00 []
Source |RMEF Amount $ |20,000.00 M
Source Amount $
Source Amount $



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

We seekto implementa landscape-scalkestoratioreffort by enhancingrativeplantcommunitiesntegralto the Laramie
PeakBighornSheepherd. Thiswill beachievedy reducinginvasiveannualgrass(IAG) cover,primarily cheatgrass
(Bromustectorum)by atleast50%acrosghe 37,000-acréaramiePeakWildlife HabitatManagemen#rea(WHMA) and
the 3,000acreTom Thorne/BethVilliams WHMA. Throughtargetedaerialherbicidetreatment®nupto 1,500acresthe
projectwill improvenativerangelanchealth, restorecritical wildlife habitatsandstrengtherecosystenmesilienceacross
mixedownershipands.Both the LaramiePeakWHMA andthe nearbyThorne/WilliamsWHMA providecrucialwinter
rangefor the LaramiePeakBighorn Sheepherd,aswell asimportanthabitatfor muledeer,pronghornandelk.

Cheatgrassvasionposesoneof the mostsignificantthreatsto nativerangelancecosystems the LaramieMountains.
Onceestablishedcheatgrasseducesativeplantproduction diversity,anddensity forming monotypicstandghatprovide
little habitatvaluefor wildlife. Thesedegradedandscapealsoincreasehe frequencyandintensityof wildfires,
perpetuating self-sustainindire cyclethatfurtherlimits nativeplantrecoveryandhabitatproductivity. Ongoing
cheatgrasencroachmenwithin theseareaghreatengoragequality, nativevegetatiorcommunitiesandlong-termhabitat
stability. Without proactiveintervention theseconditionswill continueto deteriorateunderminingdecade®f habitat
managemerdndconservationnvestment.

Cheatgrassontoleffortshavebeenongoingin the LaramieRangeandits easterrfoothills since2019.Efforts have
primarily beenon aeriallyapplyingherbicidefollowing wildfires. We creditthesepasteffortsin effectivelyreducing
cheatgrassoverageandspreadandin theresultanimodesiprevalenceve seetodayin theseareasBecausef themodest
(butincreasingf left uncheckedprevalencef cheatgrassye areableto continuethe cost-effectiveapproactof targeted
spot-spraying.

This projectis a collaborativeeffort amongthe Wyoming GameandFish Departmen{WGFD), Albany CountyWeedand
Pest(ACWP), andprivatelandownersincludingthe Vale Ranch By coordinatingacrosgurisdictionalandownership
boundariesthis partnershignsures unified, landscape-scakgpproacho invasivegrassmanagemerthatalignswith
regionalhabitatprioritiesandWGFD’s missionto "ConserveWildlife andServePeople”.

Up to 1,500acresof priority habitatwill be spot-treatecdicrosSNGFD andVale Ranchlandswithin the LaramiePeak
WHMA andthe Thorne/WilliamsWHMA. The proposedreatmeninvolvestheaerialapplicationof Indaziflam(Rejuvra),
apre-emergenherbicidethatprovidesup to two yearsof cheatgrassontrol.

TreatmenMethod:Rotor-wingaircraft

ApplicationRate:5 ouncegeracre

EstimatedCost:$70/acrg$40/acreor herbicide $30/acreor aerialapplication)

Rejuvrasuppressegerminationof invasiveannualgrassesvhile allowing nativeperenniagrassesndforbsto recoverand
reestablish.Thistargetedapproactpromotedong-termhabitatrestoratiorwhile minimizing non-targeimpacts.

Successfuimplementatiorof this projectwill:
Reducecheatgrasdominancehroughtargetedspottreatmentsn 1,500acresof high-priority habitat.
Increasenativeperennialgrassandforb diversityanddensity,improving overall plantcommunitystructure.
Enhancdoragequality andavailability for the LaramiePeakbighornsheepherdandotherbig gamespecies.
Reducewildfire risk andhelpbreakthe self-perpetuatingheatgrass-fireycle.
Supportlong-termecosystemesiliencethroughcoordinatedcross-boundarinvasivespeciesnanagement.

Requestedrunds:Fundingassistancés requestedor herbicidepurchasend/oraerialapplicationcontracts.
MatchingContributionsWGFD andACWP will provideprojectcoordinationmonitoring,andadministrativesupport;
Vale Ranchwill providelandaccess&ndlogisticalassistance.

This projectrepresentgsnongoing,multi-year,landscape-scalaitiative to restoreandmaintainhigh-qualityhabitatin the
LaramiePeakecosystemT hroughcontinuedmonitoringandadaptivemanagementhe partneraimto expandreatment
areassustaimativeplantrecovery,andsecurehelong-termecologicalhealthof this critical wildlife range.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (ifapplicable): |1,500.00 OMiles @Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

Pre-treatmenmonitoringwill continueto be conductedacrosshe projectareain 2026usingLine-Pointintercept(LPI)
transectandphotopoints. Thesedatawill establistbaselineconditionsfor invasiveannualgrasscover,nativevegetation
compositionandgroundcover. Following aerialherbicideapplication post-treatmentonitoringwill be conductedatthe
samel Pl transectdo evaluatechangesn vegetatiorcompositionpercentcover,andoverallhabitatimprovement.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

To shareresultsandincreasepublic awarenessrticlesfor the RamPagewill bedevelopecdighlighting projectactions
andtreatmenbutcomesAdditionally, the projectwill befeaturedthroughvariousWyoming GameandFish Department
communicatiorplatforms,includingthe StatewideHabitatProgram(SHP)Annual Report,videoandradiofeaturesand
socialmediaposts(e.g.,Facebook|nstagram)o reacha broaderaudienceandshowcasénter-agencyconservation
partnerships.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Treatmenpolygonsarearoughestimate We will providesomeguidanceon generalreasve wishto treat,butwe will be
relying on pilot/applicatordiscretionfor actualtreatmentocations(i.e., theseareseek-and-destrapissions).Thus,we

will bepayingfor someamountof flight time thatis not equalto total acrestreated assomeof theflight time will be spent
searchindor areasof high cheatgrasprevalence.

If fundingis awardedprojectadministratioranddisbursementsf fundswill be managedy Wyoming GameandFish
Departmentensuringaccountabilityandefficient financial oversight.

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Name2: Jerry Cowles
	Email2: jerry.cowles@wyo.gov
	Phone2: 3077211378
	Address2: 1212 South Adams
	City2: Laramie
	State2: WY
	Zip2: 82070
	Other Description: 
	Narrative: We seek to implement a landscape-scale restoration effort by enhancing native plant communities integral to the Laramie Peak Bighorn Sheep herd. This will be achieved by reducing invasive annual grass (IAG) cover, primarily cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) by at least 50% across the 37,000-acre Laramie Peak Wildlife Habitat Management Area (WHMA) and the 3,000 acre Tom Thorne/Beth Williams WHMA. Through targeted aerial herbicide treatments on up to 1,500 acres, the project will improve native rangeland health, restore critical wildlife habitats, and strengthen ecosystem resilience across mixed ownership lands. Both the Laramie Peak WHMA and the nearby Thorne/Williams WHMA provide crucial winter range for the Laramie Peak Bighorn Sheep herd, as well as important habitat for mule deer, pronghorn, and elk. 

Cheatgrass invasion poses one of the most significant threats to native rangeland ecosystems in the Laramie Mountains. Once established, cheatgrass reduces native plant production, diversity, and density, forming monotypic stands that provide little habitat value for wildlife. These degraded landscapes also increase the frequency and intensity of wildfires, perpetuating a self-sustaining fire cycle that further limits native plant recovery and habitat productivity. Ongoing cheatgrass encroachment within these areas threatens forage quality, native vegetation communities, and long-term habitat stability. Without proactive intervention, these conditions will continue to deteriorate, undermining decades of habitat management and conservation investment.

Cheatgrass contol efforts have been ongoing in the Laramie Range and its eastern foothills since 2019. Efforts have primarily been on aerially applying herbicide following wildfires. We credit these past efforts in effectively reducing cheatgrass coverage and spread, and in the resultant modest prevalence we see today in these areas. Because of the modest (but increasing if left unchecked) prevalence of cheatgrass, we are able to continue the cost-effective approach of targeted spot-spraying. 

This project is a collaborative effort among the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD), Albany County Weed and Pest (ACWP), and private landowners, including the Vale Ranch. By coordinating across jurisdictional and ownership boundaries, this partnership ensures a unified, landscape-scale approach to invasive grass management that aligns with regional habitat priorities and WGFD’s mission to "Conserve Wildlife and Serve People".

Up to 1,500 acres of priority habitat will be spot-treated across WGFD and Vale Ranch lands within the Laramie Peak WHMA and the Thorne/Williams WHMA. The proposed treatment involves the aerial application of Indaziflam (Rejuvra), a pre-emergent herbicide that provides up to two years of cheatgrass control.  
Treatment Method: Rotor-wing aircraft 
Application Rate: 5 ounces per acre
Estimated Cost: $70/acre ($40/acre for herbicide, $30/acre for aerial application)

Rejuvra suppresses germination of invasive annual grasses while allowing native perennial grasses and forbs to recover and reestablish.  This targeted approach promotes long-term habitat restoration while minimizing non-target impacts.

Successful implementation of this project will:
Reduce cheatgrass dominance through targeted spot treatments on 1,500 acres of high-priority habitat.
Increase native perennial grass and forb diversity and density, improving overall plant community structure.
Enhance forage quality and availability for the Laramie Peak bighorn sheep herd and other big game species.
Reduce wildfire risk and help break the self-perpetuating cheatgrass-fire cycle.
Support long-term ecosystem resilience through coordinated, cross-boundary invasive species management.
 
Requested Funds: Funding assistance is requested for herbicide purchase and/or aerial application contracts.
Matching Contributions: WGFD and ACWP will provide project coordination, monitoring, and administrative support; Vale Ranch will provide land access and logistical assistance.

This project represents an ongoing, multi-year, landscape-scale initiative to restore and maintain high-quality habitat in the Laramie Peak ecosystem. Through continued monitoring and adaptive management, the partners aim to expand treatment areas, sustain native plant recovery, and secure the long-term ecological health of this critical wildlife range.
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	Title: Laramie Peak and Thorne/Williams WHMAs Cheatgrass Control
	Total Project: 105000
	County: [Albany]
	Nearest Town: Wheatland, WY
	Miles/Acres: 1500
	Monitoring: Pre-treatment monitoring will continue to be conducted across the project area in 2026 using Line-Point Intercept (LPI) transects and photo points. These data will establish baseline conditions for invasive annual grass cover, native vegetation composition, and ground cover.  Following aerial herbicide application, post-treatment monitoring will be conducted at the same LPI transects to evaluate changes in vegetation composition, percent cover, and overall habitat improvement.  
	Text14: Treatment polygons are a rough estimate. We will provide some guidance on general areas we wish to treat, but we will be relying on pilot/applicator discretion for actual treatment locations (i.e., these are seek-and-destroy missions). Thus, we will be paying for some amount of flight time that is not equal to total acres treated, as some of the flight time will be spent searching for areas of high cheatgrass prevalence.   

If funding is awarded, project administration and disbursements of funds will be managed by Wyoming Game and Fish Department- ensuring accountability and efficient financial oversight.
	Text15: To share results and increase public awareness, articles for the Ram Page will be developed highlighting project actions and treatment outcomes. Additionally, the project will be featured through various Wyoming Game and Fish Department communication platforms, including the Statewide Habitat Program (SHP) Annual Report, video and radio features, and social media posts (e.g., Facebook, Instagram) to reach a broader audience and showcase inter-agency conservation partnerships.
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