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	Narrative: Wildlife management agencies have implemented many different actions for disease control and mitigation in bighorn sheep or, in some situations have made the decision to take no action. Within the last few decades, an improved understanding of the causes of pneumonia outbreaks and persistence in bighorn sheep has led to the development of “Test and Remove” (T&R). Test and Remove is a management intervention that has been used for more than 10 years to detect and remove chronic carriers of Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae to improve bighorn sheep survival (particularly lamb survival) in persistently infected populations where recruitment is low and respiratory disease (pneumonia) is a limiting factor. Test & Remove has been, or is being, implemented by wildlife management agencies in at least 26 bighorn sheep populations under widely differing circumstances: varying population sizes and spatial structure, accessibility, prevalence of infection, number of strains circulating, number of years post-outbreak, habitats, native and reintroduced populations, etc. Management agencies have also applied different procedures and sideboards, including testing labs and protocols, sampling intensity and periodicity, as well as selection criteria for lethal removal (i.e., one vs. two or more positive tests).

So far, results of T&R have been mixed. Some applications have been successful in increasing lamb survival and allowing for population recovery, while others have not. In addition, most T&R efforts are inherently expensive and time-consuming, can be impactful to the bighorn sheep themselves and to sheep populations, and come with varying levels of public support. Given these factors and the combined experiences and outcomes of T&R projects currently being conducted throughout wild sheep range in the USA and Canada, there is an opportunity to better understand and evaluate this management tool, and the underlying assumptions and processes associated with detecting chronic infection, by conducting a meta-analysis.

In January 2025, the Wild Sheep Initiative and the Wild Sheep Foundation hosted “Test and Remove Workshop 3.0”. This workshop was attended by representatives of various disciplines including wildlife managers, researchers, veterinarians, pathologists, disease ecologists, and other interested parties. Nearly all WAFWA agencies were represented either in person or virtually. During the workshop, the idea for combining forces and sharing information about T&R was presented and discussed, and those in attendance agreed that there is significant value in conducting a meta-analysis to better understand the impact T&R has had on population health, the circumstances under which it is most likely to succeed, and how to ensure that it is most effective and efficient in future applications.

OBJECTIVES
An outcome of the T&R Workshop 3.0 was the creation of the “Test and Remove Management and Meta-analysis Working Group” of the Wild Sheep Initiative. The objectives of the Working Group are to;
• Identify questions to address collectively using data and experiences from conducting T&R in bighorn sheep populations range-wide;
• Develop a process and timeline for implementation of a meta-analysis to tackle these questions;
• Oversee the analysis and supervise a research or post-doctoral scientist who will assemble the data and conduct analyses, and;
• Throughout the process solicit feedback from field biologists, Wild Sheep Initiative representatives, the Wildlife Health Committee and a research advisory group, and revise project direction as needed.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
The proposed meta-analysis will assimilate data from T&R programs across jurisdictions to provide insights into what has and has not worked and why given the varying circumstances in which T&R has been implemented. The results of this project will be communicated in a final report to WAFWA, presentations to wildlife managers, and publication in peer-reviewed journals and other outlets and will include:
1. A summary of the various conditions and protocols under which each jurisdiction conducts T&R and the outcomes;
2. An assessment of factors associated with disease clearance, improvements to survival, and population recovery;
3. A synthesis/evaluation of costs and benefits of T&R;
4. Recommendations for improving T&R effectiveness and efficiency for disease and population management;
5. Refinement of the WAFWA/WSI 'Test and Remove User Guide';
6. A better working model of pneumonia persistence in bighorn sheep populations; and
7. Possible development of an online application to assist managers with evaluating whether T&R is an appropriate management tool under various conditions.
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	Text15: The results of this project will be communicated in a final report to WAFWA, presentations to wildlife managers, and publication in peer-reviewed journals and other outlets and will include:
1. A summary of the various conditions and protocols under which each jurisdiction conducts T&R and the outcomes;
2. An assessment of factors associated with disease clearance, improvements to survival, and population recovery;
3. A synthesis/evaluation of costs and benefits of T&R;
4. Recommendations for improving T&R effectiveness and efficiency for disease and population management;
5. Refinement of the WAFWA/WSI 'Test and Remove User Guide'; (see above and attached doc for full list)
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