Wyloming

WYOMING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATION

Prior to completing this application, please review the Funding Priorities located here.

Project Title:

Mullen Fire CheatgrasRetreatment

80 character limit

Organization Name:

Project Lead:

CarbonCountyWeedandPest

Additional Point of Contact (if different from Project Lead):

Name |Reesdrvine Name |Britt Burdett
Email ccwpsupervisor@gmail.com Email britt.burdett@wyo.gov
Phone[(307y324-6584 Phone [307)760-0489
Mailing Address |POBox 1126 Mailing Address(1212S. AdamsStreet
City, State, Zip [Rawlins wy ||82301| City, State, Zip |Laramie WY ||82070
Proj ect Type (select all that apply) .
Disease |:| Education and Outreach @ Habitat
|:| Land Conservation |:| Population Management/Monitoring |:| Other
Action
Project Location(s) Information:
County: |Carbon Nearest Town: [Encampment
Project Phase (i applicable): | Two (2) of [Two (2) Estimated Invoice |07/01/2026 | to [12/31/2028
Dates:
Budget Information: Total WY-WSF Request $ |$ 200,000.00
Total Project Cost: $ [1,005,000.00 |
If yes, list each grant received for five years
Has this project been funded by the Foundation previously?  |yes | $10,000 in 2021
Other Project Contributions or Matching Funds: In Hand Requested
Source |NFWF Amount $ [100,000.00 O]
Source |Americathe Beautiful- WAFWA Amount $ |30,000.00 ]
Source [WGBGLC Amount $ 265,000.00 O
Source |USFS Amount $ |100,000.00 ]
Source [WWNRT Amount $ 200,000.00 ]
Source |RMEF Amount $ [20,000.00 (]



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License

Project Objective and Narrative:

funding priorities

TheMullen Fire (2020)burnedover176,800acresof USFS,BLM andprivatelandin the southerrportion of the Snowy
Rangeon the MedicineBow NationalForest.Giventhe high likelihood of cheatgrassiwvasion,andthe propensityfor
cheatgrasto spreadjuickly post-fire,naturalresourcananagersecognizedhe needfor immediateaction.From
2021-2023morethan14,600acreswithin the burnscarwereaeriallytreatedwith indaziflam(Rejuvra)to combat
cheatgrasmvasion.Post-treatmennonitoringhastakenplaceeachyearsincetheinitial treatmenin 2021to evaluate
herbicideefficacyandnativevegetatiorrecovery.Monitoring effortsfrom 2021-2023howedgreattreatmensuccessvith
largereductionsn cheatgrassoverandincreases nativeperennialvegetationBeginningin 2024,naturalresource
managerstartednoticing"breaks"in thetreatmentswell asareaghatmayhavebeenexcludedduringtheinitial
treatmentAdditionally, othernoxiousweedsincludingmuskthistle, Canadahistle, yellow toadflax,andwormwoodhave
invadedinto portionsof theburnscar.

TheU.S.ForestService Wyoming GameandFish DepartmentandCarbonCountyWeedandPestareproposingo treat
approximatelyl2,000acregtargetingprimarily cheatgrasbut alsoothernoxiousandinvasiveweedswithin the Mullen
Fire burnscar.Priority areador treatmenwill includethe buffer onthe North PlatteRiver, which will bereducedo 50ft
(originally 300ft). The U.S. ForestServicehasapprovedhewildernesexemptionrequesto re-treatacreswithin the
SavageRunandPlatteRiver WildernessareasTreatmenpolygonsidentifiedto targetcheatgraswill betreatedwith
indaziflamat a rateof 50z/acre Estimatedctostis $80/acrgincludescostof herbicideandaircraft). Areascontainingother
noxiousspeciewill betargetedf thereis anyfundingremainingafterall cheatgraspolygonshavebeentreated.
Treatmentsvill beginin 2026andcontinuein 2027/2028.

TheMullen Fire occurredwithin importanthabitatfor numerouswildlife speciesncludingbighornsheepmuledeer elk,
andmoose The DouglasCreekbighornsheepherdoccupieshabitaton the westernslopeof the SnowyRangeMountains,
mostof which wasentirelyconsumedy the Mullen Fire. While thefire likely creatednoresuitablehabitat,a widespread
invasionof cheatgrassould severelydegradehe quality of habitatfor the DouglasCreekbighornsheepherd.The
proposedreatmentsvill enhancéabitatfor the DouglasCreekbighornsheepherdby increasinghativeperennial
vegetationreducingnoxiousandinvasivespeciesreducingbaregroundandreducingtherisk of subsequentatastrophic
wildfires.



https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Apply-or-Buy/Commissioner-and-Governor-Licenses/Governors-Big-Game-License
https://www.wyomingwildsheep.org/grants.asp

Miles/Acres Affected (ifapplicable): |12,000.00 OMiles @Acres

Describe Any Current or Future Monitoring/Management (if applicable):

A post-treatmentonitoringprotocolwasestablishedftertheinitial treatmenin 2021andhascontinuedeachyear
through2025.This datawill serveaspre-treatmentlatafor the upcomingre-treatmentAdditional pre-treatment
monitoringfocusedwithin the previouslyuntreatedufferedareawill occurin 2026.Post-treatmentnonitoringfor the
re-treatmenwill occurto evaluatethe efficacy of there-treatment.

Describe how you will share your learned info with us

In additionto annualupdatespartnerglanto submitanarticleto the RamPage@utlining the Mullen Fire, habitat
conditionspre-2021treatmentpost-2021treatmentonditionsbasedn monitoring,andfactorsthatleadto the planned
re-treatmentThearticlewill alsohighlighthowthe DouglasCreekbighornsheepherdhasrespondegbost-fire.

Additional Budget or Project Information for Consideration (if applicable):

Treatmenpolygonsareprovidedto pilots for guidanceandgenerabprojectbordersPilotsareallowedprofessional
discretionto treatoutsidepolygonboundarieto ensurepopulationcontrol,to minimizetreatmenbreaks andreduce
invasionspread.

Total FundingBreakdown:

NFWF 2024- $100,000.0Gecured

Americathe Beautiful WAFWA - $30,000.0Gecured
USFS- $100,000.0Gecured

WGBGLC - $265,000.0Gecured

SAC PRF- $90,000.0Gecured

WWNRT - $200,000requested

WyomingWild Sheeg~oundation $200,000.00equested
RMEF - $20,000.0Gequested

Attachments and Supporting Documentation:
Please select the types of attachments included:
@ Map(s) required |:| Letter(s) of Support

|:| Project Design |:| Photos
|:| Monitoring/Management Plan Permit(s) / NEPA Compliance

|:| Other: |

Please submit applications and attachments via email to: Info@wyomingwildsheep.org
Subject Line: "" Name of Project - Organization Name' PRINT SAVE AS
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	Narrative: The Mullen Fire (2020) burned over 176,800 acres of USFS, BLM and private land in the southern portion of the Snowy Range on the Medicine Bow National Forest. Given the high likelihood of cheatgrass invasion, and the propensity for cheatgrass to spread quickly post-fire, natural resource managers recognized the need for immediate action. From 2021-2023, more than 14,600 acres within the burn scar were aerially treated with indaziflam (Rejuvra) to combat cheatgrass invasion. Post-treatment monitoring has taken place each year since the initial treatment in 2021 to evaluate herbicide efficacy and native vegetation recovery. Monitoring efforts from 2021-2023 showed great treatment success with large reductions in cheatgrass cover and increases in native perennial vegetation. Beginning in 2024, natural resource managers started noticing "breaks" in the treatment as well as areas that may have been excluded during the initial treatment. Additionally, other noxious weeds including musk thistle, Canada thistle, yellow toadflax, and wormwood have invaded into portions of the burn scar. 

The U.S. Forest Service, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, and Carbon County Weed and Pest are proposing to treat approximately 12,000 acres targeting primarily cheatgrass but also other noxious and invasive weeds within the Mullen Fire burn scar. Priority areas for treatment will include the buffer on the North Platte River, which will be reduced to 50ft (originally 300ft). The U.S. Forest Service has approved the wilderness exemption request to re-treat acres within the Savage Run and Platte River Wilderness areas. Treatment polygons identified to target cheatgrass will be treated with indaziflam at a rate of 5oz/acre. Estimated cost is $80/acre (includes cost of herbicide and aircraft). Areas containing other noxious species will be targeted if there is any funding remaining after all cheatgrass polygons have been treated. Treatments will begin in 2026 and continue in 2027/2028.  
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